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Once to Every Man and Nation 








Once to every man and nation 
Comes the moment to decide, 
In the strife of truth with falsehood, 


For the good or evil side; 


Some great cause, God’s new Messiah, 
Offering each the bloom or blight, 












And the choice goes by forever 
’Twixt that darkness and that light. 





Then to side with truth is noble, 
When we share her wretched crust, 
Ere her cause bring fame and profit, 


And ’tis prosperous to be just; 







Then it is the brave man chooses, 
While the coward stands aside 
Till the multitude make virtue 


Of the faith they had denied. 


By the light of burning martyrs, 
















Jesus’ bleeding feet I track, 
Toiling up new Calvaries ever 


With the cross that turns not back; 





New occasions teach new duties, 
Time makes ancient good uncouth; 


They must upward still and onward, 
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Who would keep abreast of truth. 


by Though the cause of evil prosper, 
Yet ’tis truth alone is strong; 
Truth forever on the scaffold, 


Russell Lowell 
James Russell Lowe Wrong forever on the throne; 


Yet that scaffold sways the future, 
And, behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow 
Keeping watch above his own. 


Miracles of Grace in the Prisons of Greece 
As told by our Prison Evangelist 


In the prison of Piraeus I became acquainted with a 
ung man who was being tried for murder. Every time I 
visited him I tried to bring him to the Lord, but with great 
bitterness of soul he declared he was an atheist and that I 
was just wasting my time talking to him. One day I handed 
him a New Testament and told him it would do him good 
to read the First Epistle of John, especially verses 7 and 9 
of the first chapter. With a cynical smile he promised that 
just to satisfy me he would do it. On my next visit he 
could hardly wait to tell me what had happened. “As soon 
as you left; I went to my cell and read the two verses you 
had called to my attention. One especially gripped me and 
| read it over and over: ‘If we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.’ And do you know, I have believed 
this verse and am sure the blood of Christ has cleansed my 
sin!” He then continued, “I was trying by every possible 
means to escape a murder sentence and to plead innocent, 
but my conscience began to bother me. I killed someone 
because he owed me money, and now his widow and children 
are suffering for my sin. In my despair over my plight I 
contemplated suicide, but as I pondered over these two 
verses, I knelt down and asked God to forgive me. Then I 
asked to see the director of the prison, and whereas I had 
before sought to convince him I was innocent, I now con- 
fessed to him my crime and gave him my testimony. Please 
pray that God will use me greatly in this prison as I 
witness to my fellow-prisoners. Since the New Testament 
was the means of my salvation, I am anxious to give New 
Testaments to the other inmates.” 

At the prison of Averof one of the men with whom I 
had been dealing told me he was there as a result of a 
brawl with a drinking companion in a tavern. The prisoner 
had struck the other man so violently that he lost one of 
his eyes. “When I was a young man,” he told me, “I used 
to sing a song that went, ‘The prison bars are for the 
brave,’ but when I actually found myself in this cell I knew 
that it was one thing to sing about prison and another 
thing to be in it. I began to reflect on what had brought 
me here. My father was a drunkard and a gambler and of 
course he became my example. As the years went by my 
evil deeds far surpassed his and now I am behind bars. I 
am not complaining, you understand. My punishment is 
just. But now I can see that God had a hand in it all, for 
it was here in prison that He brought me to myself and 
then caused me to be spiritually enlightened. Had I re- 
mained free I might never have learned of the Christ who 
died on Calvary to save me and others who believe on Him. 
Now, however, I am happy because I have found the Lord 
as a result of reading His Word and through the testi- 
monies of His faithful servants who have visited me in 
prison. When my father learned where I was, he came to 
visit me quite often. But when I told him that I had taken 
Christ as my Saviour, he cursed me and refused to visit 
me any more. He has disowned me as his son, but I know 
that I am a child of the living God. Please pray for my 
Witness in this place and also that the grace of God may 
bring my father to a saving knowledge of Christ.” 

An unfortunate young woman in this prison gives the 
following testimony : “I come from the island of Syros. There 
early in life I lost my parents and was obliged to come to 
Piraeus to work. An employment office placed me as a 
servant in a hotel patronized by very evil people. About 
midnight one night, as I was sitting in the hotel office, a 

en sailor and soldier came in. Before I even had time 
to think, they attacked me. The next day, as a measure of 
protection and revenge, I secured some strong acid. That 
night they approached me again, but this time I threw the 
atid in their faces. As a result, they had to be hospitalized 
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with serious injuries, and I was sentenced to prison for two 
years. My heart burned at the injustice done me, for I had 
only sought to protect myself. I even cursed the hour of my 
birth. But now I can praise God for this prison, for it was 
here that I came to know Christ as my Saviour. Someone 
came and brought me a Bible which I read with great eager- 
ness. It was through the Word of God that my heart was 
touched by the Lord, and now I cannot wait until the day 
when I shall be able to leave this place and tell others of His 
saving grace.” 

At the prisons of V a@ great gap has been left, 
spiritually speaking. John K » who found Christ here 
and who then headed up the Bible class, has been released, 
along with other saved and changed prisoners. With the de- 
parture of the prisoners who knew the Lord, there arose a 
great need for Bibles for the other prisoners. As soon as I 
entered the prison, I was met by the secretary and chief 
guard, along with a delegation of other workers and prison- 
ers, asking me to help their Bible class with Bibles and other 
Christian books, as well as pens, ink and paper on which they 
could write their testimonies and experiences in Christ. They 
said to me, “Your contribution in bringing us the Word of 
God here in prison plays a great role in the rebirth of these 
prisoners and in the reduction of crimes in society. The pris- 
oners who leave here are entirely different men. They are 
spiritually equipped to withstand temptation and they never 
go back to lives of crime and lawlessness. Instead they be- 
come missionaries to their former companions in crime and 
seek to lead them to Christ.” 

I told them it was a great joy for us to do all we could to 
help. The next day, my dear wife and I, loaded down with two 
great suitcases filled with Bibles and other Christian litera- 
ture, came to the offices of the prison and distributed what we 
had brought as far as it would go. Everyone was most grate- 
ful for these spiritual gifts. We supplied this prison with 10 
Bibles, 30 New Testaments, 200 copies of our monthly evan- 
gelistic magazine, “The Voice of the Gospel,” 300 evangelistic 
booklets, 5 Christian calendars, 40 Daily Meditation books, 
10 pens, 10 exercise books, ink and envelopes. 

The first Bible was offered to a prisoner who had been 
most receptive to the Gospel. Greatly rejoicing he said, “How 
can I ever thank you for this gift which God gave you to bring 
to me, a miserable sinner? I am sure this book will cause my 
spiritual liberation, and then I shall find my physical libera- 
tion.” We told him that we would pray that his double liberty 
would soon become a reality. 

This is a great work that the American Mission to Greeks 
is doing, sending us the Word of God to give to these prisoners 
of sin. May I beg you to continue it, for without the instru- 
mentality of the Word of God we can do absolutely nothing. 
With it we can proclaim “liberty to the captive,” who finds in 
this precious volume release from his sins and strength to 
live for Christ. 

It may be that you who read this article have never wit- 
nessed to those behind bars, yet the Word of God enjoins us to 
visit those in prison. There is a very real sense in which you 
can fulfil this command, however, and that is by enabling 
qualified solders of the Cross to bring the light of the Gospel 
to those who sit in darkness. The support of a native evan- 
gelist in Greece is only $50 a month, and his basic tools — 
Bibles and New Testaments in Modern Greek — cost $1.00 
and 20¢ each, respectively. Has the Lord touched your heart 
with compassion for these unfortunate men and women who 
are so desperately looking for a way out of their misery and 
sin? Then pray for them and ask the Lord what He would 
have you do to assist our work in the prisons of Greece. 


You can write to the Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, AMERICAN 


MISSION TO GREEKS, Inc., P.O. Box 423, New York 36, 
N. Y. (In Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ontario) 








“For A Witness .. .” 


The Protestant Answer to the 
Knights of Columbus Advertising 



























The first ten ads in the program of Evangelical Advertising, spon- 
sored by the National Association of Evangelicals, were released on March 1, 1955. 





Protestants across America, for several years, have been urging 
that an answer should be made to the widespread error which has been perpetrated through 
the well-known advertising of the Knights of Columbus. This Protestant project was left un- 
touched on a nation-wide basis until the N.A.E. Commission on Evangelical Action turned its 
attention to the matter at the N.A.E. national convention some months ago. 





Thereafter, the Evangelical Action Commission asked the Washing- 
ton office of N.A.E. to undertake the actual preparation of the advertising. As a result, forty 
leading Evangelical pastors and authors were contacted to provide material, and two conse- 
crated Christian men, one a printer and the other an artist, were engaged for the technical 
composition of the advertising. 





The entire project is written to represent the broad base of evan- 
gelical doctrine, as opposed to the authoritarian position of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. The 
Evangelical Action Commission has taken the position that the basic answer to the error, 
which has been spread so widely in the Knights of Columbus advertising, is the gospel message 
of salvation as presented in the Scriptures. For this reason the Bible is quoted in every ad, as 
the basic authority in Christian doctrine. 





The advertising is not written with any denominational slant or 
favoritism. It is evangelical. It is based on Scripture. As far as possible, the ads have been written 
in the language of the “man on the street,”’ not in theological terms. 


Every ad is designed to contain enough of the plan of salvation so 
that no honest seeker would be left without any knowledge of the fact of forgiveness of sin 
through Jesus Christ, the Saviour. Yet each ad is also designed to encourage the reader to 
request further information which will be provided in pamphlet form to those who will fill in 
and mail the coupon attached to each ad. 


















Several ads make the specific suggestion that the reader attend a 
Bible-centered Protestant Church in his neighborhood. Emphasis is placed on the fact that 
Protestant churches which hold the true evangelical position are churches which give the Bible 
the place of authority it deserves. 


The ads will form a series of thirty in all. The first ten include 
the following titles: “Strange Tales About Protestants,” “Who Wrote the Bible Anyway?” 
“Don’t Protestants Believe in Confession?” “Why Protestants Go to Church,” “Was Mary the 
Mother of God?” “How Many Sacrifices?” ‘To, Which Church Did the Apostles Belong?” 
“Protestantism — Key to Democracy,” “Who Is a Christian?” and “Faith of Our Fathers.” 
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Prayer Time in America 


Less than one hundred years ago, 
Daniel Webster, one of America’s 
greatest statesmen, uttered this solemn 
warning: “If we abide by the prin- 
ciples taught in the Bible, our country 
will go on prospering; but, if we and 
our posterity neglect its instructions 
and authority, no man can tell how 
suddenly a catastrophe may over- 
whelm us and bury all our glory in 
profound obscurity.” 


Are we of this hour not “fools and 
slow of heart” to see and to read the 
signs of a dying civilization? The 
drum beat of eternity is heard in the 
streamline shriek of the present anti- 
air craft siren. Armageddon seems 
not so very far away to the spiritually 
alert. 


On being asked what was the chief 
cause of the depression, Congressman 
Clyde Kelly replied: “Spiritual bank- 
ruptcy. We have been worshipping 
the Golden Calf. The results are seen 
all around us.” Sen. Clapper said: 
“There are too many dust-covered 
Bibles, prayerless homes, deserted 
churches without even the semblance 
of a prayer meeting. These formed 
part of the religious background of 
the past decade.” 





As a mother and homemaker, who 
realizes that the strength of a nation 
lies in the fiber of its homelife — I 
say to you that the greatest need in 
the world today is a return to the old- 
fashioned meetings — for prayer — 
which differ much from many of the 
prayer meetings of the sleeping 
Church. It is Prayer Time in America! 


Annie Haills Mcintyre 
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PRESIDENT'S PASTOR 


Please let me thank you for the copy 
of the book by Father Chiniquy, Fifty 
Years in the Church of Rome. I had 
previously read this book, and I am a 
frequent reader of the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine. 

Rev. Edward L. R. Elson, 
The National Presbyterian Church 
Washington, D.C. 


—-e-——_ 


PROBLEMS SOLVED 


Am very thankful to you for send- 
ing me the magazine, “CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC.” It has been of great help 
— solving many perplexing problems. 
It is a real revelation. 

H.V.M., Chicago, Ill. 


-_——o-—_ 
ONE SPARED 


Your magazine has been a real bless- 
ing to me as it opened my eyes to the 
real Roman Catholic Church and kept 
me from a_ heartbreaking mixed- 
marriage. M.R., Dallas, Texas 


—_oe-———_ 


HELP US BUILD OUR CIRCULATION 


I was very much impressed upon re- 
ceiving the new, enlarged edition of the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine ... and 
still pay only $2.00 subscription! More 
Protestants should read this informa- 
tion and protest more or we will surely 
lose our liberty. May God help us to 
wake up. 

J.S., New York, N. Y. 


—_——oe-——_ 
Ist CLASS 
I was more than glad to receive this 
month’s issue of the CONVERTED CATHO- 
LIC magazine. You have made a first 
class paper of it, by your vigorous 
handling of Romanism of which you 
are an authority. 
A.M., Cape Breton, Canada 
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APPRAISAL 

How great is it possible for a maga- 
zine to be? 

Well, I am writing to tell you that 
your magazine is great, great, totally 
great through and through. In fact, I 
think the three greatest magazines of 
our time are as follows: The Church- 
man, The Christian Century, and the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. Truly you all 
stand united in your common and great 
aims. 

E.A.B. 
—e——_ 
ONE REGRET 


My prayer is that you will receive 
many subscriptions for your wonderful 
magazine. As for myself, I am enjoying 
your magazine very much. My only re- 
gret is that I was not a subscriber long 
before this. Being a converted Catholic 
myself and in the full-Gospel ministry, 
I find it of great value. ; 

Rev. F.J.W., Felton, Calif. 


—_@—_- 
BLESSING 


Your magazine has been such a bless- 
ing to me, and has helped me to under- 
stand the Roman Catholic religion — 
how and why its teachings differ from 
the Bible. I have many friends of this 
faith, whom I love dearly, and pray 
daily that I may be used of God to help 
them find the truth as revealed in 
Christ Jesus. 

Mrs. J.W.N., Houston, Texas 


a 
BLIGHT 
We know something of the menace 
of the Church of Rome as we have a 
son and his family, who are Presby- 
terian missionaries in Colombia, South 
America. Mrs. L. and I have visited 
with them down there, and seen evi- 
dences of the persecution at first hand, 
and have observed the terrible blight 
of the Hierarchy in its devastating in- 
fluence in the lives of the people. 
R.W.L., Cheyenne, Wyoming 


—-@o——_ 


THAT ALL MIGHT KNOW 


On reading your magazine, one can- 
not help but wish that the information 
contained therein were published in the 
largest and most widely circulated 
magazine in the country. Maybe then 
more people would begin to realize that 
all of the “infallible” doctrines are not 
so “infallible” as they have been led 
to think. 

C. de V., Chicago, Ill. 


a 


FULL OF INSPIRATION 


It was a real pleasure to receive my 
new copy of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
this month. The entire copy is full of 
inspiration, but the two articles, “Duel 
In The Dark” and “The Cardinal’s 
Confession” are beyond estimate in 
both the content and arrangement. 

The first article needs to be read by 
all the “Freedom Clubs” in America. 
For they are blind as to the dangers 
of Catholic aggression and plan to set 
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up a world dictatorship. The 
Protestants have been deceived 
is necessary to join with the Catha 
in defeating the Communists, 
therefore refuse to face the issue 
telligently. They refuse to protest. 
Rev. F.B.J., Santa Ana, C 
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PRIESTS OR PROPERTY OWNERS 


Few people in western count 
know the following: 

(1) But for Communism, 
would soon have been dominated 
Romanism. (Communism is ang 
devilish organization). A recent 
man Catholic traveler, a business n 
from Tientsin, told me that before 
Communist conquest, the Roman C 
olics owned more than 50% of the 
and property in Tientsin. Tientsin 
the second largest of China’s seapol 
All over China, the Roman Catho 
owned very large amounts of proper 

(2) The Roman Catholic priesiy 
who are coming out of Communist 
China after long imprisonment or de 
tention by the Communists are adver 
tised as “martyrs.” Never once have 
I seen a newspaper report that they 
had — in most cases — because of 
crooked dealings as regards property, 
rents, and so forth, been accused of 

















































































































































































defrauding the (previous) government, I 
Protestants, who had owned very little § obs 
property before the Communist con var 
quest, were much freer from charges § 
of fraud and generally got out of China tio! 
much more easily. non 
S.W.R., Hong Kong, China & \ike 
in { 
a 

anc 
INDIGENOUS CHURCH 2 
I was reading Fifty Years in the § % 
Church of Rome during siesta today as § We 
the American priest down in the town § gor 
was inviting the people to worship at iss 

the shrine of “the blessed Virgin Mary.” 
... As we passed through the town this the 
morning on our way to one of the § Ma 
Barrio churches we saw large stream- § ter 
ers adorning many of the stores with § ay 
“Viva la Virgen Maria,” “Hail Mary,” te 
“Ave Maria,” etc. And there are many t 
posters of Mary saying that Mary’ on, 







formula for peace is repentance and 
prayer! 

We’re so glad for your ministry 
there at Christ’s Mission. We never 
realized the utter fallacy and corrup 
tion of the Roman Church until we 
came here. Our hearts ache for the 
people who are following blind leaders 
who call themselves men of God. But 
praise God for the power of the Gospel, 
and although the true believers here 
are but a handful in comparison to the 
Roman Catholics the Lord continues 
faithfully to add to our ranks such a 
will be saved. It rejoices our hearts # 
see the indigenous program here going 
forward. Do pray for the believers that 
they will grow in the Lord and be busy 
spreading the Good News to their Fil- 
pino brethren. , 

M.C., Bukidnon, Philippines 
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WHERE WE STAND 





Innumerable letters have come to our desk with 
observations on articles.and items appearing in the 
various issues of our magazine. These observa- 
tions relate to religious, political, social, and eco- 
nomic fields. Some of our readers would naturally 
like to see their point of view and opinions upheld 
in the editorial policy of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
and the reasons they express are often very logical. 

Yet we must make it clear that this magazine is 
non-denominational, non-political, non-partisan. If 
we favor a particular message or declaration from 
someone belonging to the Republican party in one 
issue, or if we feature a speech from a member of 
the Democratic party in another, it is totally im- 
materia] to us to which group they belong. Our in- 
terest is to present the truth in a given moment, 
and we take no sides except with truth. Our in- 
terest is to obtain the facts, and we show partiality 
only when it comes to facts. 
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N the religious field, by the nature of our public, 
our editorial policy is to unify as much as pos- 
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— sible all the Protestant denominations in the strug- 
the | le against the Roman Catholic hierarchy and 
ders § their aim to make America Catholic. We feel that 
But | it is essential for all Protestants to cooperate in 
ee this respect. Periodicals such as ours must fulfill 
the | Meir mission of providing information without 
¥- bias, Therefore, we play no favorites in our articles 
as 





or the various sections of the magazine such as 
o of the World, Stars of the Pulpit, or Book 
ew. 





Among the letters we receive are some exposing 
the faults and misbehavior of Roman Catholic 
pmests. Frequently the writers do not understand 
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EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


why we refuse to publicize such affairs, which 
might even be displayed prominently in the daily 
papers. While some Roman Catholic periodicals 
might “smear” Protestantism and besmirch former 
Roman Catholics who have become Protestants, our 
principles forbid any such acts of retaliation. 


We do not play with human frailties, and we 
have no desire to use our publication for sensation- 
al revelations of the misconduct of those not in our 
sphere of religious thinking. In all fairness, we 
must acknowledge that while a Roman Catholic 
priest might be guilty of misconduct, one could 
probably find a Protestant minister guilty of the 
same misconduct. Denominational lines are no 
barrier against individual sins. 


WE appreciate all the information that our 

friends send us, particularly the newspaper 
and magazine clippings of pertinent interest, but 
we do not feel free to engage in any personal at- 
tacks on character or morality. We are fighting 
the evils of a system, not the failings of an indivi- 
dual. 

Once again we declare emphatically that our 
work is positive in nature, with one aim: that those 
lost in the labyrinth of human error and tradition 
might return to original Christianity and accept 
the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ. God has rewarded 
our ministry by bringing to us a number of Roman 
Catholic priests, who could never have been won by 
any smear techniques. We are prompted in our 
work by the supreme law of love and our loyalty to 
the truth as we se it in the Word of God. We are 
contending “for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints.” 

We sincerely hope that our readers, both Protes- 
tants and Catholic, will in the future have no mis- 
understanding as to our position. 


WHAT PRICE GOOD NEIGHBORS? 


[NTEBESTED parties seem to consider Vice Presi- 

dent Nixon’s tour of Latin America as a means 
for establishing and fostering the type of good 
neighbor policy of which former President Roose- 
velt was champion. But in Mr. Nixon’s visit there 
are grave matters to be seriously considered which, 
if not checked, may turn out to be the exact op- 
posite of what America wants from her southern 
neighbors. If Mr. Nixon had had a clear knowl- 
edge of the background and culture of Latin Amer- 
ica, he would have been able to measure his words 
and actions more judiciously. 

To the impartial observer the United States has 
been placed in a predicament that is not only dan- 
gerous but even bordering on the ridiculous and 
tends to make Uncle Sam the laughingstock of the 
intelligentsia of Latin America. To begin with, 
Mr. Nixon, a Protestant, elected to his position 
mostly by Protestant votes, has surprised his elec- 
tors by a succession of most unwise if not distaste- 
ful procedures. 

In Los Angeles last year just prior to the nation- 
al elections he appeared marching behind Cardinal 
McIntyre in a special Roman Catholic processior 


TRIBUTE TO THE ARCHBISHOP 


In Guatemala City, one of the points of inierest 
during his recent tour of Latin American countries 
for the alleged purpose of establishing good Pan- 
American relations, he was greeted on his arrival 
by crowds who came to welcome him on the Cathe- 
dral steps. In a conference with Archbishop Mari- 
ano Rossell y Arellano of Guatemala, the Vice 
President hailed the Roman Catholic Church as 
“one of the major bulwarks against Communism 
and totalitarian ideas” everywhere. (Catholic 
News, Feb. 20, 1955) In a special tribute to the 
Archbishop, whose opposition to the deposed pro- 
Communist regime made him a national hero, ac- 
cording to the same report, Mr. Nixon said, “You 
were an inspiration to all people during the dark 
days of the Communist domination here.” 

Not satisfied with including “all people” in pay- 
ing his respects, Mr. Nixon later added, in an ob- 
vious effort to ingratiate himself still further with 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy, “Leaders of the 
Church by their courage, their sacrifices and their 
martyrdom have inspired and have earned the 
gratitude of pecple all over the world.” It is curi- 
ous how the Vice President speaks for the whole 
world. 


Is answer to Mr. Nixon’s query as to what was 

the best solution to the problem of Communism, 
the Archbishop replied, “A reorientation to Chris- 
tianity”—by which he could scarcely have meant 
Protestant Christianity, as Mr. Nixon should know 
if he has any knowledge of Roman Catholic history 
or of the situation in Colombia. 

Pursuing the subject still further, the Vice Pres- 
ident asked the Archbishop if he thought there re- 
mained any Communism in Guatemala. “There al- 


ways is Communism among certain classes,” he af 
mitted. “Officially there is no Communism 
but it is always there and it is always fighting.” 
The Archbishop accompanied the Vice Presidey 
on a sightseeing tour of the city. There was 
mention in the report of any official visit to th 
president of the country. ; 


GIFT ON THE ALTAR ; 


In Mexico City, Mr. Nixon was greeted by the 
largest crowd on his Caribbean tour when he ¥ 
ited the Basilica of the Virgin Mary of Guadalupe 
Mexico’s most sacred shrine. Here he was w 
comed by dignitaries of the Roman Cath it 
Church, including a commission from the Knigh 
of Columbus, and the Mexican Archbishop Lai 
Maria Martinez, who said the Basilica was hop 
ored by the presence of so high an official of the 
United States. 

Evidently overwhelmed by the reception, th 
Vice President allowed himself to be carried away 
with his own platitudinous remarks. “We shar 
the common belief in God,” he said; “these com 
mon principles of belief in liberty and in God wil 
continue to bind our two countries.” When a gil 
dressed in Mexican costume offered him a bouquet 
of flowers as a gift, he promptly placed it on th 
altar of the Virgin of Guadalupe, a gesture that 
could hardly escape notice. 

After the initial greeting, Mr. Nixon was taken 
to the main altar in the shrine, where he was é& 
rected to a special seat, between the Mexican Am 
bassador and a dignitary of the Roman Church; 


in front of him the Archbishop occupied his prom-§ 5P® 


inent place. Later the Archbishop addressed th 
Vice President: 

“T ask you in the name of the Mexican nation t 
carry our effusive salutations to the President of 
the United States, Mr. Eisenhower, and to th 
people of the United States, and I ask the Virgind 
Guadalupe to bestow her celestial blessings on yol 
all.” 

According to the accounts given by Novedades, 
daily paper of Mexico City for February 11, “Mr 
Nixon was deeply moved and responded to th 
Archbishop’s message: ‘It’s a great honor for m 
to be received in this shrine . . . In this trip that! 
am making, I will have the opportunity of visiting 
many cultural countries and other places, but nt 
one of them will have such an important signif 
icance as this shrine. In the name of the President 
of the United States and in my own name, I expres 
my thanks for this reception.’ 


UNFORGETTABLE SYMBOL 


“A little later Mr. Nixon was the recipient of the 
gold medal of the Virgin of Guadalupe, given ® 
him by the ecclesiastical authorities of the shrine 
The Vice President expressed his gratitude will 
the following words: ‘I wish to express my 
to the Committee for this medal. To Mrs. Nixo 
and me this will be an unforgettable symbol of tite 
sincere welcome we have received in coming ® 
Mexico and to this shrine. The greatest of all the 


6 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZI® 





SSF RES FE 


= 
~~ 





events that have taken place since our coming to 
Mexico is my visit to this shrine. Permit me to 
express to the Committee and to the custodians of 
this shrine the gratitude and appreciation not only 
of the United States but also of all other countries. 
Now all of them can see in this shrine one of the 
most important religious monuments of the world. 

“ ‘The only thing that we regret,’ he said, ‘is to 
leave this shrine at this hour, since my itinerary is 
limited, is full, and does not permit me to dedicate 
more hours to becoming acquainted with the shrine. 
But it will not be long until Mrs. Nixon and I will 
come back to visit and acquaint ourselves with it 
more perfectly.’ 

“The Archbishop and the ecclesiastical personnel 
accompanied Mr. Nixon to the door of the church as 
he departed to continue with his other obligations.” 
Again there is no mention of an official visit to the 
president of the nation. 





















MR. NIXON = AS PRESIDENT 


In the Dominican Republic, Mr. Nixon was wel- 
cmed by the Archbishop Ricardo Pittini, who 
showed him through the historic Cathedral of 
Sarto Domingo. According to an Associated Press 
dispatch, the Archbishop “predicted today the U.S. 
Vice President will return for another visit—as 
President.” Again, there is no mention of an of- 
ficial reception by the president of the country. 

Because Mr. Nixon has made a special point of 
ingratiating himself with the Roman Catholic 
Church as it exists in Latin America, the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy is so pleased, so well repaid, so 
werwhelmingly happy that no effort has been 
spared to laud him and coddle his ego. 
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VATICAN AMBASSADOR? 


What is behind all this, we ask. Has the Vice 
President been delegated to spend taxpayers’ mon- 
gy for a good will trip to Roman Catholic shrines 
all over Latin America? Is it necessary that the 
United States take such unprecedented measures to 
curry the favor of the Roman Catholic Church? Is 
this essential for the furthering of the good neigh- 
bor policy ? 

Intelligent Latin American observers do not 
think so. Long since disillusioned with the Roman 
Catholic Church, they know ful! well that Mr. Nix- 
m is acting only to please the hierarchy and is not 
giving expression to his own sincere inner convic- 
tions. They are amazed that he should go so far 
inhis efforts to please the hierarchy—to the extent 
i becoming an ambassador-pilgrim to the shrine 
ifthe Virgin of Guadalupe. They all know that 
Mr. Nixon is a Protestant, and they are puzzled at 
the motivation behind his actions and attitudes. 

Others are asking the legitimate question, Is Mr. 
Nixon a good will representative for the Vatican? 
4s he was shaking hands with the Archbishop of 
Mexico, he should have remembered that he was 
shaking the same hand that signed the orders of 
body persecution against Protestants in Mexico, 
the same hands that have condemned and cursed 
the evangelical believers in that country. In prais- 
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ing the Archbishop of Guatemala, he was indeed 
praising the representatives of tyrannical ecclesi- 
asticism that has brought nothing but despotic 
rule, servitude, and degradation to the Southern 
continent. This is the same power that has time 
and again allied itself with exploiters of all kinds 
and has worked against the common interests of 
the people. Surely our Vice President is not com- 
pletely ignorant of the historical aceounts of such 
exploitation and scheming and power politics on 
the part of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 


“CRIMINAL INTERFERENCE” 


The otherwise glorious history of Mexico, for 
example, has been blackened by the political in- 
trigues and disloyalty of the Roman Catholic 
Church in that land, and today the country’s aim to 
greater achievement is still hampered by the same 
hands that have so often tried to stop the dial of 
progress. An indication of the reaction occasioned 
by such ecclesiastical interference can be discov- 
ered in a 135-page book prepared by the Mexican 
government during the ’thirties to justify its policy 
toward the Roman Church. 

The book, entitled The Conflict Between the 
Civil Power und the Clergy and prefaced by Pres. 
Gen. A. L. Rodriguez, was prepared under the di- 
rection of Emilio. Portes Gil, former president of 
Mexico, and was published by the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs, in 1934. The content of the book in- 
cluded “specific arraignments of the Catholic clergy 
over four centuries on allegations including trea- 
son, espionage, fomenting of revolt and irreligious 
conduct,” as reported in the Boston Evening Tran- 
script (Feb. 9, 1935). 


Is the words of Attorney General Gil, the “Ad- 

ministration deemed it advisable briefly to set 
forth the criminal interference of the Catholic 
clergy in the Republic of Mexico, in past times and 
at this day . . . In order to explain the present con- 
dition of those religio:is associations and corpora- 
tions known as churches, which are de facto insti- 
tutions with no standing in law, we must turn to 
the data in regard to their guilt as shown by pres- 
ent activities, which due to their character of in- 
fringement of criminal provisions now in force, 
merit severe punishment; and with respect to the 
part played by this problem in the historical de- 
velopment of the Republic, which shows us how an 
organization the character of which is necessarily 
spiritual, has resorted to all kinds of improper pro- 
ceedings in its eagerness to become possessed of 
the greatest amount of material resources, and has 
by reason of its moral and physical enslavement of 
the masses, made it impossible for any political or- 
ganization to undertake an energetic program of 
government... 

“To the church has now come the hour when its 
responsibility will be exacted from it; the Mexican 
State cannot in any way permit a renewal of crim- 
inal interference by any religious group... 

“The stand taken by the Catholic clergy, and its 
seditious, visionary and unpatriotic activities, in- 
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duce it to believe that it will thereby achieve the 
restoration of inordinate power like that wielded 
by it in the past, and it fails to take into account 
the fact that it has at the present day broken down 
in the presence of the new organization of the 
modern state, which no longer circumscribes its 
functions to the creation of law, but on the con- 
trary extends its action much farther and embraces 
all matters connected with economic, political, and 
cultural administration .. .” 


THE IRONY OF IT ALL 


In view of such a record, we believe that Mr. 
Nixon’s attitude, far from turning Latin American 
peoples in sympathy toward the United States, has 
done precisely the opposite. And as for providing 
further incentive for Latin Americans to oppose 
Communism, he should have known that every time 
he heaped encomiums on the Roman Catholic 
Church he was only fanning the flames of Com- 
munism, because, as we have discovered, resent- 
ment for the tyrannies of the Roman Church has 
led many to embrace Communism as their only 
means of rebellion and reprisal. Anti-Catholicism, 
for the Latin American, finds its most effective ex- 
pression in Communism. 

To altogether too many Americans the Roman 
Catholic Church appears as the champion against 
Communism, the one fortress on this side of the 
Iron Curtain that stands impregnable against the 
onslaughts of a godless ideology. But the basic 
reason for the Roman Church’s fight against Com- 
munism is simply the preservation of Roman Ca- 
tholicism and Fascism, the latter having been es- 
tablished by the former in the pattern of the 
former. 

The official attitude of the United States sania 
Fascism and Neo-Fascism, which has made its ap- 
pearance since the end of World War II, is best 
described in the preliminary report of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, printed 
Dec. 17, 1954. Although the report is directed 
against two specific groups, we take the liberty of 
quoting several paragraphs, which represent the 
view and perspicuity of some of our Representa- 
tives, if not of our Vice President: 


THE MENACE OF FASCISM 


“Communism’s present threat to the very sur- 
vival of the United States and the rest of the free 
world has placed heavy burdens on the defenders of 
human freedom and dignity. The Committee on 
Un-American Activities is concerned to observe 
that this burden is being aggravated by certain in- 
dividuals and organizations unscrupulously exploit- 
ing the menace of communism to promote other 
activities equally subversive and equally un-Ameri- 
can. Such activities would destroy the very founda- 
tion work of the American Republic, if permitted 
to operate unnoticed or unchallenged. 


“Committee investigations disclose that this or- 
ganized activity falls into two patterns: 


“(1) The neo-fascist organization which openly 


espouses a fascist regime for the United State 
and 

“(2) The organized hate group, which masq 
ades as a defender of our republican form of go 
ernment yet conducts hate campaigns against rag 
and religious minorities in the infamous tradi 
of the fascist dictatorships . . 

“Advocates of both fascism and communism are 
therefore of grave concern to the committee. 


DIVIDE AND CONQUER 


“Both totalitarian doctrines are basically incom. 
patible with the principles of our Republic. Both 
seek to destroy our constitutional government ang 
supplant it with a godless dictatorship in whi 
the individual is deprived of his rights and liber 
ties to become an abject slave of the state. Both 
derive strength by dividing their opposition—com. 
munism choosing to set class against class, whik 
fascism incites racial] and religious discord. 

“Despite the similarities between communism 
and fascism—so dramatically demonstrated to th 
world during the infamous Hitler-Stalin pact of 
1939-41—their propaganda to the effect that each 
is the foremost opponent of the other is undoubted 
ly a major contributor to whatever support each 
has been able to muster in our population. 

“The Special Committee on Un-American Activ 
ties warned in 1940 that the danger to American 
democracy lay not so much in a possible frontal 
attack by Fascists and Communists in our midst, 
as in ‘the much greater chance that each extreme 
totalitarian group seeking by deception to advance 
its own cause and pad its ranks will succeed in con 
vincing a really substantial number of people that 
their only defense against violence from the op 
posite extreme is to accept the violence of the one 
they find least objectionable’. . . 


HE hate group appeals to the unwary by a cyni- 

cal use of concepts having a deep emotional 
appeal to the majority of decent citizens—love of 
God, country, home; or antipathy to communism 
Amid protestations of patriotism and religious de 
votion, these groups propagate hoaxes and smears 
aimed at setting creed against creed and rate 
against race. They use the divisive tactics of the 
Communists whom they allegedly deplore. Depend 
ing upon the type of audience to be reached, this 
propaganda is couched in language ranging from 
violent vituperation to subtle innuendoes. 

“The committee believes that, in its preliminary 
report, the Congress and the American public may 
best be alerted to this demagogic menace by the 
selection of two specific groups. One is an avowed 
neo-fascist organization, and the other is an at 
legedly patriotic organization which can best bk 
characterized as a hate group. They represent the 
major methods of approach used today by the e& 
ploiters of racial and religious bigotry.” 


WE ASK QUESTIONS 


In view of the avowed aims of Roman Cathol- 
cism and the incompatibility of such a system 
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American democracy, we are moved to ask, What 
js Mr. Nixon’s motivation? Where does he stand 
with regard to Protestantism? What is he defend- 
ing? He is sent to Latin America as a representa- 
tive of the arsenal of democracy and soon finds 
himself unable to restrain his plaudits for the in- 
stigators of totalitarian intolerance—why? 

In addition, we may ask gently, Who.is paying 
for this trip? Is the Vice President justified in 
using your money and mine to ingratiate himself 
with the Roman Catholic hierarchy? What author- 
ity does he have to commit the United States to any 
ties with the Shrine of Guadalupe? Is he thinking 
in terms of a bloc of Roman Catholic votes in 1956 
—or is his Protestant background inadequate to 
cope with the intrigues of Roman Catholicism? 

Mr. Nixon is already being considered as a can- 
didate for re-election in the forthcoming national 
campaigns. His official utterances both in the 
United States and in Latin America have already 
served as an indication of which way the wind is 
plowing. If he ever occupied a decisive position in 
the affairs of our country, what assurance do we 
have that he would not hand over the reins of gov- 
ernment and the offices of our nation to the Roman 
Catholic Church? What future security is left for 
the birthright of the American people if Fascist 
Roman Catholicism—rather than Communism, the 
common enemy—takes over? 
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WE ask these questions while rivers of blood are 
still running in Colombia, and while even in 
Mexico today Protestants are suffering and Arch- 
bishop Martinez is carrying on a campaign to place 
in every Catholic home the warning: “This home 
is Catholic; we don’t want Protestants.” 
We call the attention of our thousands of readers 
to this very vital question and invite them to con- 
sider it seriously and express their opinion public- 
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ly. This is a time when only decisive actions will 
save the nation from a bleak future of totalitarian- 
ism. To be strong requires strong convictions. To 
preserve in this world a free America requires the 
spirit of firmness and determination that prompted 
our forefathers to provide for us the opportunity 
of living as free men. 


YOUR OPINION COUNTS 


We therefore urge our readers to protest to their 
representatives in government and to Mr. Nixon 
himself. The relation of public opinion to policy- 
making is still important in this country; in fact, 
it has been pointedly described in an official book- 
let put out by our State Department under the title, 
“Your Opinion Counts” : 

“In a democracy no government agency can pos- 
sibly function effectively if it cannot hear the voice 
of the people. No policy—foreign or domestic— 
makes sense if the American people do not display 
an interest in it. And certainly no line of foreign 
policy can succeed unless our people are informed 
of it, have a clear understanding of it, and out of 
their own knowledge and free will support it . . . 

“The voice of a chorus has more volume than the 
voice of a soloist. The resolution that supports or 
opposes a course of action and represents the con- 
sidered opinion of 50 or 100 or 1,000 voters of 
necessity carries more weight with the officials 
who decide on the course of action than the individ- 
ually expressed opinion of any single voter. 

“Your opinion counts even if you neglect to ex- 
press it, because, in failing to say what you think, 
you lessen the likelihood of the course you favor 
being adopted and pursued. Too often it happens 
that those who endorse a policy merely nod to them- 
selves, while those who oppose it raise their voices. 

“At all times your opinion counts—but it counts 
for more if you register it.” 
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Representative (Mrs.) Jennie 
S. Walsh, Democrat from St. 
Louis, introduced a bill in the 
Missouri Legislature which was 
approved by the House Commit- 
on Transportation Other 
The new bill 
would augment the cost to the 
state of public school transporta- 
tion from three and a half mil- 
lion dollars to approximately five 
million. Protestant church action 
was immediately alerted and mo- 
bilized by Baptist state head- 
quarters in Jefferson City, Mis- 
souri. Proponents of the bill 
demanded equal rights for all 
children. One of the opponents, 
the Rev. J. E. Hewlett, pastor of 
Southwest Baptist Church, St. 
Louis, said that “Parochial 


The Unrelenting Battle of the Bus 


schools are a luxury. Public 
schools are the greatest integrat- 
ing factor we have in our democ- 
racy.” 


The Roman Catholic hierarchy 
in Ohio has addressed various 
directives to agencies in the state, 
especially to the State Board of 
Education. First they calied for 
an appointive State Board of 
Education that would represent 
“the interests of all citizens and 
of all schools.” 


They requested that auxiliary 
services such as bus transporta- 
tion be provided for children in 
both public and private schools. 
They recommended that the 
Board of Education be appointed 
by the Governor, not elected. 


Mixed Marriage 


ROAD TO UNHAPPINESS 


Ew people realize the extent of 
Roman Catholic Doctrine on the 
question of marriage, and more 
particularly of mixed marriage. 
Few Americans are aware of the 
fact, for instance, that a lawfully 
appointed judge who administers 
justice and a duly ordained Prot- 
estant minister alike have no 
standing in the eyes of the Roman 
Church when it comes to per- 
forming marriages. In this they 
are considered nonentities. This 
alone constitutes a grave insult to 
the nation—an insult that cannot 
be tolerated forever. 

As proof of the foregoing as- 
sertions, we offer the following 
typical example of Roman Catho- 
lic intolerance: “To attempt mar- 
riage before either a justice or a 
minister is a grave sin, because 
neither official has jurisdiction 
over the marriage of even one 
Catholic party to a marriage. An 
attempted marriage before a min- 
ister is the worse of the two evils, 
because recourse is had by a Cath- 
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olic to a heretical minister. For 
that reason, the guilty Catholic 
is excommunicated.” (The Sign, 
March, 1955) We hear a great 
deal about the word coexistence, 
but we ask if the Roman Catholic 
Church and the American Consti- 
tution can coexist, under such cir- 
cumstances. 

In the coming articles we plan 
to consider the various aspects of 
the mixed marriage question for 
the purpose of enlightening Prot- 
estants, Catholics, and non-reli- 
gious people about the authoritari- 
an attitude of the Roman Church, 
which considers itself the sole 
guardian of life and love and the 
arbiter of human destiny in this 
respect. This same church divides, 
subdivides, classifies, and deter- 
mines the type, rectitude, nature, 
and extent of matrimony, invent- 
ing sui generis impediments to 
implement its control. 


IN a comprehensive article ap- 
pearing in the Tablet (Aug. 22, 
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1953), the Rev. Charles E. Cw 
summarizes the position of th 
Roman Catholic Church. “Oy 
is a religion of authority,” | 
writes. 






“Every good Catholic acce 
without question the divine x 
gisterium of the Church. She 
the Bride of Christ and His 
resentative on earth. She 
with His dominion and tea¢ 
with His authority. Further th 
that, she is the watchful custod 
an of all the Sacraments. 




































“The Church, therefore, cali tio 
impose certain conditions for th : 
proper reception of these Sacm§ me 
ments. Accordingly, for the gow§ sir 
of her children she has made som§ ad 
important marriage regulation§ rig 
the violation of which render th§ pa 
marriage contract unlawful orf pe 
even, at times, invalid. | 

“Thus all baptized Catholig§ fo 
are bound to a definite form off Be 
marriage. Under the present dig § Pp 
cipline only those marriages amg Pe 
valid which are contracted befor§ Pr 
the parish priest or his Bishop, a§ % 
a priest delegated by either off % 
them, and at least two witnesses § Hi 
This is a rule which admits off Pe 
exception only in a very few dis § th 
tinctly limited cases of extremeg ™ 
necessity.” ca 

Purporting to protect the sane- 
tity of matrimony and its hoy} # 
purposes, the Roman Church hag 
instituted a number of “safeg ¥ 
guards.” This she has managel§ 
by erecting certain barriers, o& F 
impediments, of her own choos§ P 
ing, in addition to “pointing out’| *™ 
and “insisting upon” those that th 
are Biblical. te 

Impediments, according to Rev. - 
Curley, are “legal obstacles o C 
road blocks which the Chureh 
throws in the way of those who 
are unfit for or unworthy of Holy 
Matrimony. Some of these ob 
stacles can be overcome whik] 4} 
others cannot. And some impedi- 
ments nullify marriage, while ¢ 
others only make it unlawful.” t 

Those which nullify are knownf 2 
as diriment impediments. Thos} ‘ 
which render a marriage “unlaw-} ¢ 
ful, though valid,” are called pro} t 
hibitive impediments. According} ! 
to Rev. Curley, they make quitea} ' 
list. 
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T= eighteen diriment impedi- 
ments are divided into three 
classes: “first, one which affects 
the form; second, five which af- 
fect the consent; and third, 
twelve which directly affect the 
contracting parties.” However, 
only the third class are “matri- 
monial impediments properly-so- 
called.” These include such hin- 
drances as age and impotency, 
previous marriage (if the part- 
ner is still living), disparity of 
worship (marriage to unbaptized 
persons) , abduction and criminal 
adultery, consanguinity and rela- 
tionship by marriage or affinity. 
The five prohibitive impedi- 
ments include the following: a 
simple vow not to marry, legal 
adoption, “mixed religion” (mar- 
riage between a Catholic and a 
baptized non-Catholic) , unworthi- 
ness, and public sin and censure. 
“Ecclesiastical authorities are, 
for the good of souls,” continues 
Rev. Curley, “accustomed to dis- 
pense from most matrimonial im- 
iments, diriment as well as 
prohibitive, whenever good rea- 
sons exist. These dispensations 
usually come from the Bishop. 
However, the Pope alone can dis- 
pense from some of them and 
there are other natural impedi- 
ments from which not even he 
can dispense.” 


The foregoing affords a limited 
glimpse of the authoritarianism 
of the Roman Catholic Church, 
which leaves no area untouched 
by the long arm of Canon Law. 
For the guidance of Protestant 
pastors and those facing problems 
related to inter-faith marriages, 
the following brief Glossary of 
terms related to mixed marriages 
and Summary of the Ne Temere 
Decree of the Roman Catholic 
Church have been prepared. 


GLOSSARY 
Mixed Marriage: 


Matrimonial] union of a Roman 
Catholic with one who is Protes- 
tant, schismatic, or heretic. Mixed 
Marriages when performed by a 
Catholic priest in the presence of 
two witnesses are considered by 
the Roman Church to be “valid,” 
but are “unlawful” (that is, mor- 
fal sin) unless a papal dispensa- 
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tion for “mixed religion” is re- 


ceived through the local bishop. 


Apostate: 

One who has completely aban- 
doned the Christian faith. It mat- 
ters not whether such an indivi- 
dual embraces Judaism or lives as 
a Free Thinker, Atheist, Theist, 
Pantheist, etc. (Compend. Jur. 
Eccles., by Aichner, 1890, p. 774.) 
In a wide sense an apostate may 
be one who was once validly bap- 
tized as Catholic or Protestant 
(that is, schismatic and/or her- 
etic Christian). In the strict 
sense, the Roman Church uses the 
term apostate to refer only to one 
who was once a Roman Catholic. 
It is wrong to use the term apos- 
tate to describe a Roman Catholic 
who becomes a Protestant, for 
such an individual is labeled by 
the Roman Church as a “heretic.” 


Heretic: 

One who is identified with the 
Christian faith but not with the 
Roman Catholic Church. 
Schismatic: 

Heretic. 

Protestant: 

Heretic. 

Tametsi of the Council of Trent: 

Official Roman Catholic decree 
governing the matter of mixed 
marriages prior to the “Ne Tem- 
ere Decree” of 1908. 


Ne Temere Decree: 


Pronouncement of the Roman 
Catholic Church governing mixed 
marriages from 1908 to the pres- 
ent time. It stipulates the follow- 
ing: “Marriages between Catho- 
lics and Protestants (schismatics 
and heretics), in order to be 
valid, must be contracted before 
any Catholic parish priest (or 
bishop) and have at least two 
witnesses.” However, such mar- 
riages performed without this 
form prescribed by the Ne Temere 
Decree are still held to be valid 
but unlawful (sinful) for such 
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countries (Hungary, Belgium, 
Holland, Germany) for which the 
Holy See of Rome issued special 
laws which have not been abro- 
gated by the Ne Temere Decree. 

It further stipulates that after 
the dispensation for a mixed mar- 
riage has been obtained from the 
bishop, the Roman Catholic priest 
is obligated to witness officially 
the reciprocal marital consent of 
the contracting parties and to 
render passive assistance to such 
a “mixed marriage,” to omit ec- 
clesiastical ceremonies and vest- 
ments and to witness the “mixed 
marriage” either in the sacristy 
of the church or the rectory of 
the parish priest, but never in the 
church proper except in the case 
where the permission of the bish- 
op has been obtained beforehand. 


SUMMARY 


The following is a summary of 
the stipulations of the Ne Temere 
Decree governing “mixed mar- 
riages.” 


Roman Catholics 
and Apostates: 


Under the old law of the Ro- 
man Church, the marriages be- 
tween Roman Catholics and apos- 
tates were treated in the same 
way as those between Roman 
Catholics and Protestants (that 
is, heretics). The Ne Temere 
makes a distinction not only be- 
tween apostates and heretics but 
also between apostates who be- 
fore their apostasy were Roman 
Catholic and apostates who be- 
fore their apostasy were Protes- 
tants. 

To be valid, the marriage be- 
tween a Roman Catholic and an 
apostate from Roman Catholicism 
must be performed before a Ro- 
man Catholic parish priest and 
two witnesses; its validity is then 
subject to the same rules as mar- 
riages between two Roman Cath- 
olics (Ne Temere, Para. 1, Num. 
XI) ; for lawfulness (that is, con- 
summation without sin) of such a 
marriage, dispensation for its cel- 
ebration must be obtained before- 
hand from the Pope. (Aichner, 
op. cit., Nota 28, p. 666.) 

On the other hand, a marriage 
between a Roman Catholic and an 
apostate from Protestantism is 
regulated by the rules for mixed 
marriages: that is, for validity it 
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must be performed before a Ro- 
man Catholic priest and witnesses 
(except where special laws have 
not been abrogated in Hungary, 
Belgium, Holland, and Germany) ; 
for lawfulness, a dispensation for 
“mixed religion” must be obtained 
beforehand from the bishop of 
the diocese. 


Roman Catholics 


and Jews: 


According to Roman Catholic 
Canonical law, a marriage be- 
tween a Roman Catholic and a 
Jew does not technically come un- 
der the class of a mixed marriage, 
but is classified as a marriage be- 
tween baptized and unbaptized 
persons. Such a union is consid- 
ered by the Roman Church as in- 
valid and unlawful without a pre- 
vious dispensation from the in- 
validating impediment of dispar- 
ity of cult. 

Under the Old Law of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, it was a 
moot question as to whether the 
marriage of a Roman Catholic 
and Jew was subject to the Tri- 
dentine form (before a Rcman 
Catholic priest and two witness- 
es). Many Roman Catholic can- 
onists held that such a marriage 
could be performed without a Ro- 
man Catholic priest provided that 
a dispensation from disparity of 
cult was obtained before from the 
Roman Church. 

Under the Ne Temere Decree, 
marriages between Roman Cath- 
olics and Jews are treated like 
“mixed marriages,” and thus, for 
validity, such a marriage must be 
celebrated before a Roman Catho- 
lic priest and two _ witnesses 
(though for certain countries ex- 
emptions are still made). (Ne 
Temere, Para. 2, Num. XI.) 


Roman Catholics 
and Infidels: 


Here the Roman Church deter- 
mines whether the infidel was 
once either a Roman Catholic, 
Protestant, or Hebrew, or grew 
up from childhood without ba>- 
tism or religion. 

Under the Old Law, a marriage 
between a Roman Catholic and an 
infidel Roman Catholic or Protes- 
tant was classified as a marriage 
between Roman Catholics and 
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Protestants. A marriage between 
a Roman Catholic and a Hebrew 
or one who grew up without 
Christian baptism was viewed as 
a marriage between Roman Cath- 
olics and Jews. 

But the Ne Temere is now more 
strict with the infidel who was 
once a Roman Catholic than with 
the other types of infidel. Today 
marriages between a Roman 
Catholic and a Roman Catholic 
infidel are valid only when per- 
formed before a priest and two 
witnesses. Impediments are to be 
examined. For lawful marriages, 
the required dispensation must be 
obtained. The same rules hold 
true for a marriage between Ro- 
man Catholics and other infidels 
who were not once Roman Catho- 
lics. 


Protestants 
and Apostates: 


Under the former Roman Cath- 
olic law, marriages between Prot- 
estants and apostates were re- 
garded as marriages between her- 
etics (Protestants). But Ne Tem- 
ere marks out a distinction be- 
tween an apostate from Roman 
Catholicism and an apostate from 
Protestantism. Now a marriage 
between a Protestant and an apos- 
tate from Roman Catholicism 
comes under the same classifica- 
tion as a mixed marriage between 
a Protestant and a Roman Cath- 
olic, and to be valid such a mar- 
riage must take place before a 
Roman Catholic priest and two 
witnesses (certain countries be- 
ing exempted, as noted previous- 
ly). (Ne Temere, Para. 2, Num. 
XI.) 

The marriage of a Protestant 
and an apostate from Protestant- 
ism is valid now without the 
presence of a priest and two wit- 
nesses. (Ne Temere, Para. 3, 
Num. XI.) 
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Protestants 


and Jews: 






According to the old Ror 
Catholic law, a marriage betwe 
a Jew and Protestant could 
validly performed without 
presence of a Roman Catho} 
priest, provided the Protes 
were not held by the Tridentiy 
form of marriage. If Protestan) 
were bound by the Trident) 
form, the exemption of the Jey, 
according to many Roman Cathp. 
lic canonists, would guarantee 
the Protestant party his exemp. 
tion. 


The Ne Temere instructs tha 
the marriage between a Jew ani 
a Protestant can now be validly 
celebrated without the preseng 
of a Roman Catholic priest. (Ne 
Temere, Para. 3, Num. XI.) D 
facto, such a marriage would kk 
held invalid, according to the Ro. 
man Church, because of the im. 
pediment of disparity of cult 
Thus a dispensation from this im. 
pediment of disparity must be ob 
tained from the Pope through th 
Roman Catholic bishops of the 
territory in which these two po 
ple reside. 

































Protestants 
and Infidels: 

















Under the previous Roman 
Catholic Law, a marriage be 
tween a Protestant and an infidel 
once a Roman Catholic was re 
garded as a marriage between 
heretics; and a marriage between 
a Protestant and an unbaptized 
infidel was viewed as marriages 
between Protestants and Jews. 


The Ne Temere Decree laid 
down a harsh rule against infidels 
who formerly were Roman Cath 
olics. A marriage between a Prot 
estant and an infidel once a Re 
man Catholic requires the Triden- 
tine form of a priest and two wit 
nesses. (Ne Temere, Para. 3, 
Num. XI.) The marriage is be 
tween a baptized and an unbap 
tized person; therefore, a dispen- 
sation from the impediment of 
disparity of cult would have to be 
obtained beforehand from the 
Pope through the local bishop. 


(continued on page 28) 
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CANDLE OF 
THE MONTH 


Every third of May 
within the Roman v 
Catholic Church is 

called the “Feast of 

the Finding of the 

Holy Cross.” 


JESUS 


The Forgotten Saviour 


(For He shall save His people from their sins.) 


N the Roman breviary, a daily 

Latin prayer book for Roman 
Catholic priests, the following 
story is told: 

“After the Roman Emperor 
Constantine’s victory over Max- 
entius through the sign of the 
cross, Helen, mother of Constan- 
tine, went to Jerusalem to search 
for the cross on which Jesus 
Christ had been crucified. First, 
she removed a marble statue of 
Venus placed by the Gentiles on 
the very spot where the cross of 
Jesus had been planted. She then 
proceeded to dig and found three 
crosses, and the notice which the 
Roman had posted on Jesus’ cross. 
At this point she was at a loss to 
determine the cross of Jesus. 

“Fortunately one Macarius, 
then bishop of Jerusalem, came to 
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her aid, and after many prayers 
applied each one of the crosses to 
a gravely ill woman. The first 
two crosses did no good ; but when 
he applied the third cross, the 
woman was instantly healed. Hel- 
en, after building a magnificent 
church at Jerusalem to house a 
portion of Jesus’ cross in a silver 
box, returned to Rome, taking to 
her son Constantine the other 
part of the cross, which was kept 
in the church of the Holy Cross 
at Rome. She also brought the 
nails with which Jesus was fixed 
to the cross. Constantine, then, 
by a solemn decree outlawed the 
penalty of cross.” 


by Alfredo Florez 


is not important to inquire 
whether this account is true his- 
tory or a story, nor to follow the 
trips which the cross has made 
since its transfer to Rome. Al- 
most everyone knows that the 
cross is no longer at Rome, which 
houses only a piece of it. For its 
pieces, as the story goes, have 
been distributed to nearly all the 
Roman Catholic churches of the 
world, where they are publicly 
displayed for the adoration of the 
faithful every Good Friday and 
certain other days. It is a wonder 
that so many pieces could come 
from that single portion of the 
cross. 


ORIGIN OF 
CROSS-WORSHIP 


The worship of the cross goes 
back many centuries and undoubt- 
edly was already practiced in the 
days of St. Augustine (the fourth 
century), who wrote: “If we ask 
a catechumen: Do you believe in 
Christ? He answers: I believe. 
And he crosses himself, wears a 
cross on his forehead, and is not 
ashamed of the cross of his. Lord. 
Behold, he believes in his name.” 
(Treatise 11 on John.) 

According to Augustine, then, 
the sign of the cross was a kind 
of profession of faith in Christ. 


Nevertheless, what was in the 
beginning only an external pro- 
fession of faith later became an 
object of worship and adoration, 
having the same spiritual powers 
as Jesus Christ Himself. Augus- 
tine also tells us that the catechu- 
mens used to make the sign of the 
cross upon themselves. Likewise, 
in our day, Roman Catholics cross 
themselves, because they are 
taught there is a certain super- 
natural power in the act. When- 
ever a day dedicated to the wor- 
ship of the cross in the breviary 
or the missal occurs, the Roman 
Catholic Church still recites: “By 
the sign of the cross deliver us, 
our God, from our enemies.” 

The world, the flesh, and the 
Devil are the spiritual enemies of 
men, seeking their eternal de- 
struction. Nevertheless, when 
they recite this prayer they do 
not mean these enemies only, but 
also any kind of physical harm 
which could befall them. Appar- 
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ently this was the first step in the 
worship of the cross. 


“CROSS, 
OUR ONLY HOPE" 


From certain hymns of the Ro- 
man breviary and missal we read 
these verses, which point up the 
fact that spiritual power is at- 
tributed to the cross: 


“Cross, our only hope, 
In this Season of Passion, 
Add justice to the pious, 
And grant pardon to the 
guilty.” 


Of course, it is unthinkable that 
intelligent people can attribute to 
the cross itself, an inanimate ob- 
ject, such power as to be the only 
hope of men, etc. That could be 
only a figure of speech whereby 
the spiritual benefits which flowed 
from the death of Jesus Christ to 
mankind are attributed to the 
cross on which He died for the 
forgiveness of sins—a figure by 
which the sign is taken for the 
person signified. 

One must acknowledge, how- 

ever, that it is in the nature of 
people to reverse values, that is, 
to change the sign into the thing 
itself, little by little, over a period 
of time. This is true particularly 
in the field of religion. Even the 
father of Roman Catholic theolo- 
gy, Thomas Aquinas, defended 
the worship of the cross, which 
he justified by this line of reason- 
ing: 
“Although honour or reverence 
is to be given only to a rational 
nature, yet such a tribute is given 
also to an inanimate object by 
reason of its connection with the 
rational nature. First, because it 
represents the rational nature; 
then, because of its union with 
that nature. An example of the 
first case is men honouring the 
image of the kings; and the care 
and love with which they watch 
over the clothes of the kings is an 
instance of the second case. 


SAME ADORATION 
TO CHRIST AND‘ CROSS 


“Now if we speak of the cross 
on which Jesus Christ was cruci- 
fied, that cross must be honoured 
for these two reasons: First, be- 
cause it represents the figure of 
Jesus Christ crucified; secondly, 
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for its union with the members of 
Christ, and because it was cov- 
ered with His blood. Hence the 
same adoration is given both to 
Christ and to His cross. That is 
the reason also why we talk and 
pray to the cross as though it 
were the crucified one Himself. 


“But when we speak of other 
crosses which represent that of 
Jesus Christ, of whatever they 
may be made, stone, wood, silver 
or gold, we worship them only as 
the signs of Christ, although this 
worship is also adoration.” (Swm- 
ma Theologica, Part III, Article 
4.) 

He did not say, “We talk and 
pray to the cross, because the 
cross is able to hear and answer.” 
And yet this is the implication of 
talking and praying to the cross 
itself. By no means can one con- 
cede that a cross, an inanimate 
object, can do the same works as 
Jesus Christ, because the cross 
was still the same even after 
Jesus Christ performed on it His 
work of redemption. 


THE WITNESS 
OF SCRIPTURE 


The efficacy was not in the 
cross, but in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shed His blood and 
died by crucifixion. This is the 
constant testimony of the Bible, 
which never attributes any power 
to the cross but only to Christ. 
Let us consider some Biblical pas- 
sages: 

“For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God; being 
justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus: whom God hath 
set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in His blood.” 
(Rom. 3:23-25) Redemption is in 
Jesus Christ, and not in the wood- 
en cross. 

“For if through the offence of 
one many be dead, much more the 
grace of God, and the gift by 
grace, which is by one man, Jesus 
Christ, hath abounded unto 
many.” (Rom. 5:15) The grace 
of God (salvation) has therefore 
abounded, not by the cross, but 
by one man, Jesus Christ. 

“Moreover, brethren, I declare 
unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye 
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have received, and wherein 
stand ; by which also ye are saved 
if ye keep in memory what ] 
preached unto you, unless ye 
believed in vain. For I delive 
unto you first of all that which 
also received, how that Christ 
died for our sins according to the 
scriptures.” (I Cor. 15:1-3) The 
cross did not impart forgiveness 
of sin, but Jesus Christ, who died 
for our sins. 

“O foolish Galatians, who hath 
bewitched you, that ye should not 
obey the truth, before whose eyes 
Jesus Christ hath been evidently 
set forth, crucified among you” 
(Gal. 3:1) Jesus Christ crucified, 
and not the cross, had bee 
preached to the Galatians. 

“Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places im 
Christ: ... In whom we have re 
demption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of His grace.” (Eph. 
1:3, 7) Here we are clearly told 
that Jesus Christ Himself, and 
not His cross, is the source of all 
our spiritual blessings. 










































NO MERIT IN 
CROSS-WORSHIP 






There is no doubt that Jesus 
Christ died on the cross, because 
this is the constant testimony of 
the Scriptures; but it is blasphe- 
mous to ascribe to the cross any 
merit in working out our redemp- 
tion, for the cross was only the 
instrument where Jesus paid, in 
death, the wages of our sins. We 
are certainly allowed to speak of 
the cross as Paul did when he 
wrote to the Ephesians: “For He 
is our peace, who hath made both 
one, and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition between 
us; having abolished in His flesh 
the enmity, even the law of com- 
mandments contained in ordi- 
nances; for to make in Himself of 
twain one new man, so making 
peace; and that He might recon- 
cile both unto God in one body by 
the cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby.” (Eph. 2:14-16) But 
Paul immediately adds, “For 
through Him we both have access 
by one Spirit unto the Father.” 
(Eph. 2:18) 
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Even Tnomas Aquinas did not 

quote one single passage of the 
Bible to justify the worship of 
crosses, for the simple reason that 
the Bible never advises such a 
thing. The only Biblical refer- 
ences found in his article on 
“worship of the cross” read thus: 
“But these [nails, clothes, sword, 
etc.] do not represent the image 
of Christ, as the cross does, which 
is called the sign of the Son of 
man, which shall appear in heav- 
en, as it is said in Matthew 24. 
Wherefore the angel said to the 
women (Mark 16:6): ‘Ye seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was cru- 
cified.” He did not say ‘pierced by 
a sword,’ but ‘crucified.’” (Sum- 
ma Theologica, Part III, Article 
4. 
Ni canting the first quotation, 
it should be said that the Bible 
does not state the cross to be the 
sign of Jesus Christ. It simply 
says, “And then shall appear the 
sign of the Son of man in heaven; 
and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall 
see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.” (Matt. 24:30) 
Neither of these references justi- 
fies the worship of the cross, as 
is evident to anyone who reads 
them. 


GOSPEL SILENT 
ABOUT CROSS 


As far as the historical record 
of the gospels is concerned, noth- 
ing is said of what they did with 
the cross of Jesus Christ after 
they took His body and buried it. 
This could be taken as a lesson 
for us not to worship the cross. 
The account in Mark (15:24-46), 
which includes most of the details 
given in the other gospels, reads 
as follows (see also Matt. 27 :35- 
60; Luke 23 :33-56; and John 19: 
16-42) : 


“And when they had crucified 
Him, they parted His garments, 
casting lots upon them, what 
every man should take. And it 
was the third hour, and they cru- 
tified Him. And the superscrip- 
tion of His accusation was writ- 
ten over, The King of the Jews. 
And with Him they crucify two 
thieves; the one on His right 
oe. and the other on His 
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“Joseph of Arimathaea, an 
honourable counsellor, which also 
waited for the kingdom of God, 
came, and went in boldly unto 
Pilate, and craved the body of 
Jesus. And Pilate marvelled if 
He were already dead: and call- 
ing unto him the centurion, he 
asked him whether He had been 
any while dead. And when he 
knew it of the centurion, he gave 
the body to Joseph. And he 
bought fine linen, and took Him 
down, and wrapped Him in the 
linen, and laid Him in the sepul- 
chre which was hewn out of a 
rock, and rolled a stone unto the 
door of the sepulchre.” 


Although the writers of the 
gospels recorded even the minute 
details of the crucifixion and 
burial of Jesus, they do not say 
what happened to the cross of 
Christ. It is safe to say that they 
did not take it or keep it for wor- 
ship and adoration, since all their 
thoughts were focused on the 
body of their Lord. 


NO VIRTUE IN THINGS 


It is common for Roman Cath- 
olic writers to try to show the 
reasonableness of this worship by 
using certain supposedly analo- 
gous Biblical facts. The following 
historical account of the gospels 
is quoted for that purpose: “And, 
benold, a woman, which was dis- 
eased with an issue of blood 
twelve years, came behind Him, 
and touched the hem of His gar- 
ment; for she said within herself, 
If I may but touch His garment, 
I shall be whole. But Jesus turned 
Him about, and when He saw her, 
he said, Daughter, be of good 
comfort; thy faith hath made 
thee whole. And the woman was 
made whole from that hour.” 
(Matt. 9:20-22. See also Mark 
5 :25-34; Luke 8:43-48.) 


Our Roman Catholic friends 
try to take advantage of this rec- 
ord to tell us that the woman be- 
lieved there was supernatural 
power in the garments of Jesus 
Christ and found, upon touching 
the hem, that she was not mis- 
taken. Therefore, they conclude, 
anything which was in close con- 
nection with the body of Christ 
had the same power, and this is 


especially true with regard to His 
cross bathed in His blood. 

This theory is refuted in the 
very passages just quoted. Mark 
tells us that this woman came to 
Jesus after she had heard of Him. 
“When she had heard of Jesus, 
[she] came in the press behind, 
and touched His garment.” (Mark 
5:27) According to the record of 
the gospels, people were speaking, 
not of the supernatural power of 
Jesus’ garments, but of His pow- 
er, that is, a power which resided 
in His very person. 


Moreover, people knew the 
power of Jesus could work even 
at a distance, far away from His 
physical presence, as in the case 
of the centurion’s servant. There- 
fore, it is logical to assume that 
her faith was placed in the power 
of Christ Himself. This faith was 
so great that she thought it was 
enough for her to touch even the 
hem of His garment to be instant- 
ly healed. That is why Jesus 
Christ worked the miracle and 
expressly attributed it to her 
faith. 


The power which instantly 
cured the woman proceeded from 
Christ Himself, for it is recorded 
that He perceived that “virtue 
had gone out of Him.” This would 
scarcely have been true if the gar- 
ment were responsible for the act 
of healing. 

It is evident then that this mir- 
acle does not justify the worship 
of inanimate things; on the con- 
trary, it implicitly rejects such an 
idolatrous notion and practice. 


HE worship of crosses and 

other inanimate objects, such 
as blood, hearts, hair, fingers, 
toes, nails, and the like, is the 
most grotesque distortion of spir- 
itual values. 


It is sufficient to point out that 
the word “adoration” does not 
even occur in the Bible, and that 
as far as worship is concerned, 
our Lord Himself gained one of 
His most decisive victories over 
the temptations of the Devil by 
meeting him with the following 
assertion: “Jt is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and Him only shalt thou serve.” 
(Matt. 4:10) END 





Consistency, Thou Art 
a Jewel 


Big oaks from little acorns 
grow. In the last three years 
three married Protestant ex- 
ministers have been ordained 
priests in the Roman Church. 
They received a special, personal 
dispensation from the Pope, who 
enforced upon them a pledge of 
celibacy. A pledge is quite differ- 
ent from a vow. 

There are others awaiting the 
necessary dispensation from the 
Pope, who considers individual 
cases personally. 

Not long ago, Bishop Albert 
Stohr of Mainz, Germany, dedi- 
cated as a “Domus Pacis” (House 
of Peace) the home where Rev. 
Rudolph Goethe, a descendant of 
the poet Goethe, and the Rev. 
Otto Melchers, also a validly mar- 
ried former Protestant minister, 
reside with their wives and Rev. 
Melchers’ children. 

The pledge actually refers to 
the observance of chastity, since 
these priests are not leading celi- 
bate lives: that is, they are living 
with their wives. The Register, 
Roman Catholic paper reporting 
on the affair, clouds the issue. 
There is an apparent contradic- 
tion. How can the priests men- 
tioned take a pledge of celibacy 
when they are still permitted to 
retain their wives? How can a 
Roman Catholic editor tell his 
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EYES OF THE WORLD 


Roman Catholic people that there 
are married priests in the Latin 
Rite? 

In a sermon after Rev. Goethe’s 
ordination, Bishop Stohr declared 
that never has there been any 
question of relaxing the celibacy 
of the clergy and that the recent 
dispensation is a special ruling 
for a specific and very small 
group of people. 

* 
Alarming Statistics 

A sampling of 7425 New York 
City families by the Health In- 
surance Plan of Greater New 
York reveals that 47.6% of the 
city’s population is of Roman 
Catholic background, 26.4% Jew- 
ish, and 22.8% Protestant. In 
addition, 1.6% belongs to other 
religious groups and 1.6% failed 
to report any religious back- 
ground. The survey was conduct- 
ed in 1952, though results were 
not made public until mid-March 
of this year. 


Appointments for What? 


As a result of the resignation 
of Thomas E. Stephens last 
February 19 as appointments 
secretary to President Eisen- 
hower, Bernard M. Shanley now 
fills the post. Shanley, it will be 
remembered, was formerly coun- 
sel to the President and is a 
prominent Catholic layman. 
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Persecution in Venezuela 


In 1824, a law was enacted 
Venezuela which declared thg 
there is not complete religion 
freedom in the country. his 
legislation was applied to Prot 
estants in 1911. A law original} 
passed to restrict Catholicianll 
now being invoked to close Prot 
estant churches in the state gf 
Portuguesa, Venezuela. 

Dr. Sidney Correll, Director of 
the United World Mission, refer. 
ring to the recent curbs statej 
that “the virus of religious ip 
tolerance and denial of religious 
liberty as practiced in Colombia 
is now seeping over into Vene 
zuela.” 

The impetus to curtail the 
activities of Protestants in Vene 
zuela was given by a newly ap 
pointed Roman Catholic Bishop, 
who is supported by his clergy, 
Portuguesa is called “the Holy 
State,” and many priests claim 
that it should remain so. 
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Church of Christ Wins Battle 
with Italian Police 


The Church of Christ, for a 
long time in the news, won a de 
cisive victory over the police in 
Rome, Italy, achieving its right 
to operate and to place signs on 
its places of worship. 

A decision by Rome’s tribunal 
sharply criticized the police for 
tearing down signs from the 
church’s place of worship. Ac 
cording to the same decision the 
Church of Christ, headed by 
Cline R. Paden, is protected by 
the provisions of the Italian Con- 
stitution guaranteeing religious 
liberty to all sects. 

The church has_ endeavored 
vainly since World War II to 
secure recognition from the Min- 
istry of the Interior, which super- 
vises non-Catholic sects. 

The court emphasized the fact 
that the Italian Constitution, 
though challenged by Roman 
police, “has established the prit- 
ciple that all religious confessions 
are equally free before the law 
and that non-Catholic confessions 
have the right to organize accord- 
ing to their statutes.” 

Commented Paden: “It seems 
as if we have won — we hope 80.” 
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Holy Office of Rome 
Places Book on Index 


After more than a year of 
study, The Congregation of the 
Holy Office, whose work is to pre- 
serve the purity of faith and mor- 
als in the Romanist system, en- 
tered Joseph Thome’s book en- 
titled, Der Mundige Christ — 
Katholische Kirche auf dem Wege 
der Reifung “The Mature 
Christian — The Catholic Church 
on the Road of Maturity,” — on 
the Index of Forbidden Books. 
The book was published in Frank- 
furt, Germany, in 1949. L’Osser- 
vatore, official daily of the Vati- 
can, declared that the book “in- 
terpreted the nature and teach- 
ings of Christ in an erroneous 
way.” 

The Vatican paper also added 
that the writer “speaks much 
about the church, but it is not 
clearly seen what the church is 
in his mind . . . The author leaves 
to theologians the task of demon- 
strating that the church is found- 
ed by Christ. According to him, 
the authority of the church over 
the faithful is based upon the ex- 
perience of the centuries.” 
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on In the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Archbishop 
nal @ Karl J. Alter has interdicted 
for 4 company keeping by or with a 
the § divorced person, Catholic or non- 
Ac. § Catholic.” 
the Priests were advised to explain 
by to Catholics that if anyone who 
by violates “this law of God is not a 
on- § ft subject for the reception of 





the sacraments until he resolves 
... to amend his life in this re- 
gard.” 







e 
Modernizing Mary 
Is there no end to the titles 
attached to Mary? Some weeks 
ago, in Boston’s South Station, 
Archbishop Richard J. Cushing 
dedicated a chapel in honor of 
Mary, who is to be known as Our 
lady of the Railways. He recited 
the first Mass there too. Set up 
to serve travelers, it is believed 
to be the only chapel of its kind 
in the United States. Doubtless, 
itis the only one bearing such a 
lame, 
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“Thirty Days Hath September . . ." 

The United States has gone on 
record as opposing the calendar 
reform movement, which has 
found a voice in the United Na- 
tions through the mediation of 
India. In a terse note to U.N. 
Secretary General Dag Ham- 
marskjold the State Department 
said that this government is op- 
posed to any change in the pres- 
ent calendar and protested that 
the U.N. should have better 
things to do than tinker with the 
calendar, claiming that further 
study “would serve no useful pur- 
pose.” 

Religious groups have objected 
to the proposed calendar on the 
ground that it would upset the 
present seven-day sabbatical cy- 
cle and create a wandering day 
of worship. 

a 


New York Divorce Proceedings 
Upset Hierarchy 


To keep up with the changing 
times, more than three dozen 
speakers at Albany, New York, 
urged various changes in the 
state’s marriage and divorce 
laws. Adultery is the sole ground 
for securing a divorce in New 
York state, while fraudulent 
representation is a cause for ob- 
taining an annulment. The speak- 
ers maintained that their aim 
was not to make divorce easier, 
but only to ease tensions in mari- 
tal relations and promote recon- 
ciliations. They declared that 
they hoped to reduce the fraud 
and collusion that have taken 
place in divorce and annulment 
proceedings under the present 
law. 

Organizations affiliated with 
the Roman Catholic Church were 
the only groups to oppose a pend- 
ing proposal, to form a 23- 
member commission for drafting 
changes in the current legislation. 


German-Vatican Concordat Uphe!d 


All agreements with the Evan- 
gelical and Roman Catholic 
Churches obtain priority over all 
other legislation in the new Con- 
stitution of Baden-Wuerttemberg, 
Germany. 

The Catholic Minister-Presi- 
dent of Baden-Wuerttemberg, 





Dr. Gebbard Mueller, said that 
this provision, unique among the 
constitutions of West German 
States, will uphold the German- 
Vatican Concordat of 1933, espe- 
cially with reference to the school 
question. 

When Social Democracy was in 
the ascendency, it was in Baden- 
Wuerttemberg that a major issue 
first arose between the Govern- 
ment and the Church over the 
abolition of  state-subsidized 
“confessional schools.” 


* 
Eisenhower Compromises 
Fellow Americans 


At a Wednesday press confer- 
ence recently President Eisen- 
hower expressed his admiration 
for the Pope’s opposition to all 
forms of fascism and communism. 
The occasion was the Pope’s 79th 
birthday. 

The President cabled the fol- 
lowing message to the Pontiff, 
ruling over all creation from the 
top of the Vatican Hill: 

“Your championship of the 
brotherhood of man, your dedica- 
tion to peace and good will among 
men, have won this nation’s re- 
spect and admiration. On your 
79th birthday, I am sure, I speak 
for my fellow Americans in ex- 
tending to you our country’s best 
wishes for happiness and health.” 


Nun Abandons Vocation 


In 1949, Elisabeth de Miribel 
joined the strict order (a clois- 
tered order) of Carmelite nuns 
in France. Latterly, she has re- 
signed from that order on advice 
of medical men because of ill- 
health. During the war years, she 
was a private secretary to Gen. 
Charles de Gaulle. At the present 
time she is attaché to the cabi- 
net in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

Is ill health a non-specific term 
like “mental cruelty,” or are nuns 
frequently subjected to conditions 
that predispose to poor health? 
The question lingers, as one is 
reminded of several other would- 
be nuns who have recently aban- 
doned their vocation on _ the 
grounds of “ill health.” 
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by Carl F. H. Henry, Ph. D. 


On the Edge 
of an Abyss. 


N OUR TIMES, western culture 
hangs perilously on the edge of 
an abyss. Renaissance ideals are 
in a state of collapse, naturalism 
is for the first time threatening 
to become the basis of a world 
culture, and secular philosophies 
are once again calling Christian- 
ity to a battle for survival. Some 
great fulness of time, some pivot- 
point in human history, is upon 
us. Tomorrow will not be for 
your children and children’s chil- 
dren what yesterday was for 
their father and father’s fathers. 
Yet there is a growing sense of 
evangelical opportunity —- un- 
paralleled since the first mission- 
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ary journeys of Paul — if we are 
swift to seize it. There are signs 
of a reawakening in many sec- 
tors: the new era of evangelism 
underway in America, the mis- 
sion for the training of converted 
Roman Catholic priests, the con- 
version in Korea of literally 
thousands of natives just prior 
to the unexpected military assault 
from the North, the sense of 
apocalyptic urgency that is fas- 
tening itself upon many believing 
minds and hearts today. 

The need for pressing the Bib- 
lical claim promptly upon the 
Occident and the Orient alike, 
while doors yet remain open to 


us, is everywhere acknowledge 
by the churches, which are being 
driven anew to a vital testimony 
by the conviction that the Chris 
tian message is particularly ree 
vant to our age, and furnishes 
the only adequate hope for the 
resolution of our problems on a 
individual and social level. We 
sense that the apostle Peter wrote 
to us in the mid-twentieth cen 
tury crisis the words: “Sanctify 
the Lord God in your hearts: and 
be ready always to give an ab 
swer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope thats 
in you with meekness and fear,” 
(I Peter 3:15) 


Il. THE CHRISTIAN HOPE 
IS DISTINCTIVE 


The content of “hope,” in this 
sense, was unknown to the pagal 
world when Christianity invaded 
it. The Greek view of history, i 
both its religious and philosophi- 
cal expressions, was vastly dit 
ferent from the Biblical view 
For the pagans, the golden ag 
lay only in the distant past, an 
history was thought to move @ 
a series of recurring cycles; #@ 
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all-inclusive future hope was an 
jmpossibility, in that sort of out- 
jook. It ought not to surprise us, 
therefore, that as modern culture 
puts itself more and more at a 
distance from Biblical Christian- 
ity, the word “hope” should 
dwindle from the vocabulary of 
the modern man. 


Newspaper and magazine, 
radio and television combine to 
remind us that the post-war peri- 
‘od is one of hope deferred and of 
hope lost. The optimism with 
which men looked forward to the 
mid-century is tempered by 
somber shadows indeed. A subtle 
fear of the future, rather than 
confident assurance, characterizes 
the modern mood alert to the 
stalemates of world peace con- 
ferences, the uncertainty associ- 
ated with the atom and hydrogen 
bombs, and military tensions on 
the borders of China, India, Ger- 
many, and Palestine. The minds 
of men are given a pessimistic 
turn in our day; the times are 
unpropitious and ominous. 


Christianity is the religion of 
hope, of a distinctive hope which 
sets apart the Christian com- 
munity from the remainder of 
mankind. The Christian hope is 
a complex hope, and therefore 
hardly as simple as some of the 
humanly-invented hopes, or day- 
dreams, of modern times. It is 
a hope which sweeps the totality 
of human history, past, present 
and future, and sees its eternal 
meaning, as the Bible discloses it. 
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HE PIOUS HEBREW, no less than 

the Christian, knew that the 
golden age lies in the future: that 
the great turning points of hu- 
man history subsequent to man’s 
sinful rebellion against God were 
the divine gift of salvation and 
the final consummation of all 
things. The Old Testament and 
the New Testament alike pivot 
on those great events, even if, 
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this with respect to the cross, the one 
we is the volume of promise and the 
7 other the volume of fulfillment. 














The cross and the crown fur- 
nish the content of the Christian 
hope. The cross and the crown 
are the guarantee of the reality 
of the self-revealing God, of the 
Senuineness of His moral law, 
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and of the meaningfulness of hu- 
man life and history. 

The cross is the assurance that 
an infinite distance separates sin- 
ful man from the holy God, that 
God takes sin seriously, that 
there is salvation because of the 
gift of God’s Son. Here is the 
contribution of the cross to the 
Christian hope: man rejected by 
God in sin is accepted by God in 
Christ! The crown is the assur- 
ance that man’s rebellion against 
God will not go on permanently, 
that the future is not an uncer- 
tain enigma, for the crown speaks 
of the ultimate triumph of right- 
eousness, of the return of Jesus 
Christ to inaugurate in its fulness 
the kingdom of God, of the final 
judgment of all men and the vin- 
dication of divine justice. Thus 
the Christian hope embraces the 
confidence that the power of God 
is sufficient for the needs of men 
in every age, and that the partial 
triumphs of the Gospel in our 
times will find their fulfillment in 
a new society of the redeemed in 
which Christ shall be the center 
of all. 

The apostle Peter has brought 
all these strands together in the 
emphasis on “the hope that is in 
you.” The Christian hope is not 
something outwardly appended 
to one’s life and thought, but it 
colors one’s whole outlook and 
activity. For this hope stands in 
the whole context of Christian 
affirmation about God and the 
world: it is anchored in the 
Biblical revelation of a personal, 
ethical, self-revealing God; of the 
universe as a creation of God’s 
power and wisdom; of man as a 
creature in the divine image, 
fallen into sin, and offered salva- 
tion through the shed blood of 


Christ; of a future judgment, 
with an everlasting division be- 
tween the righteous and the un- 
righteous. It is an inner hope, 
involving a living fellowship with 
the living God, and it differenti- 
ates the Christian community 
from the rest of mankind. 


pD° You have this hope, of which 

Peter writes, or are you 
without hope in the world? There 
is no other hope. Destroy the 
cross of Christ, and man is a 
doomed sinner, lost and without 
hope. Destroy the crown of 
Christ, and you conceal the future 
triumph of righteousness, and 
invite the world to barbarity. If 
you do not have this hope, there 
is no other. Everything else to 
which you turn will mock you 
and deceive you; the Christian 
hope alone will endure. The pos- 
session of this hope differentiates 
the Christian community from 
the world of unbelief and rebel- 
lion against God. 

And God cannot do much for 
the world in its desperate need 
today — since He has chosen to 
work through believers as His 
instruments — unless once again 
the church is clearly differenti- 
ated from the world by the living 
possession of this inner hope. The 
major tragedy of modern times is 
not the tragedy of nations which 
have lost all moral sense, for that 
has happened before in history; 
rather, the great shame of our 
era is the secularized church 
which has lost God. May it not 
be that any great evangelistic 
impact upon the world in our day 
shall wait upon a revival of the 
churches? 

The story is told of a promi- 
nent British surgeon, vacationing 


The Christian message is relevant today, as it 
was yesterday and always will be, because it is an 
eternal and unchanging message. Christianity 


confronts world cultures at their heights, and also 
at their depths: it brings the world, in all of 
its predicaments, face to face with the eternal and 


unchanging God. 





quietly in a rural town, who was 
summoned to a railroad accident 
not long after his arrival. The 
locomotive has been derailed and 
upset, and the engineer and fire- 
man were pinned, in agonizing 
pain, beneath that hot, hissing 
monster. The surgeon is said to 
have wrung his hands at the 
painful sight, and to have de- 
clared: “Oh, I could do something 
— if only I had my instruments.” 


God’s instruments — where are 
they, in this desperate hour? Is 
the church clearly separated from 
the world by the possession of 
the inner hope? The apostle 
Peter assumes that the church 
stands over against the world, 
poised for the rescue of the lost, 
in possession of a great and dis- 
tinctive hope. 


Il. THE CHRISTIAN HOPE 
HAS A REASONABLE BASIS 


The apostle Peter assumes, 
moreover, that the Christian 
hope has a sufficient foundation, 
that it is possible to give an ade- 
quate “reason” for the Christian 
hope. Christianity is not embar- 
rassed at the gate of reason; it 
offers itself rather as the divinely- 
revealed religion, as the infinite 
rationale of things. 

So many modern hopes have 
been poorly grounded. Much of 
the reason for the mood of de- 
spair today is that our modern 
hopes have so often come to 
nought that multitudes wonder 
whether every hope must end in 
disappointment. The temptation 
increases, with Ernest Heming- 
way’s heroine, to cry out: “Life 
is a dirty trick!” 

We fought the first World War 
to make the world safe for de- 
mocracy, or to end war for all 
times; we thought that the uni- 
verse was wound up in such an 
evolutionary manner that it 
progressed automatically to ever 
higher and higher levels — Come 
the mid-twentieth century, men 
seemed to say, and surely the 
kingdom made by human hands 
will be a reality ; we thought that 
man was essentially good, and 
that his thoughts were God’s 
thoughts and his ways God’s 
ways; we thought that the mili- 
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tary defeat of Germany and 
Japan would be followed by a 
global utopia, with peace and 
happiness for all. How wrongly 
the modern man hoped, because 
his hopes were poorly based. 


The modern mind quite charac- 
teristically holds its religious 
convictions, such as they are, on 
poor grounds likewise. The influ- 
ence of Immanuel Kant will fur- 
nish an example. Kant held that 
sense experience alone furnishes 
the content of knowledge, so that 
we have no cognitive knowledge 
of spiritual realities. It was the 
absence of knowledge of the 
supernatural that made faith 
possible, held Kant: we can be- 
lieve in God because nobody can 
ever know enough to disprove 
His existence. 


Here religious faith is based 
upon the absence of knowledge — 
the risk or adventure of belief, as 
some liberal thinkers have put it, 
in an area where we cannot know. 
Many a modern theologian seeks 
to justify religious experience in 
terms of the emotions, or the will 
to believe, or of human desire, or 
some other subjective reference, 
and has all but eliminated the 
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rational support of religion. 
theological movements have 
reduced the significance of re 
for religion as _ post-Kantiq 
liberalism. : 





























URING MY EXPERIENCE ag 
Long Island newspaper 7 

porter, I covered a strange stop 
one day for the New York He 
Tribune. Late one cold winty 
night, off the north shore of Le 
Island, the crew on board a segy 
decided to put in at Port Jeff 
son Harbor for something to e 
After anchoring the scow, ¢ 
two men climbed into rowbo 
and headed for the pin-points 
light that marked the shore-front 
They had not gone very far kk 
fore they noticed that their roy. 
boats were developing serioy 
leaks. 

It was a cold night, and the 
rowed with desperate fury, hop. 
ing to reach the shore. When it 
seemed an impossible task, they 
leaped fully dressed into the ig 
waters some hundreds of feet 
from shore, and clung to some @f 
the piling which protruded abo 
the water. There they shouted 
for help, twisting their legs and 
arms around the piling to kee 
from sinking into the watery deep. 
Throughout the night they called, 
but nobody heard their voices. 
Their one hope, they felt, was to 
cling by their own energy to that 
piling, in order to save themselves 
from a miserable death. 




























In the early morning, some 
fishermen on the shore saw the 
forms clinging to the piling, and 
went to the rescue of the me, 
suffering from exposure and 
numb. In that rescue operation 
the sad truth came out. Al 
through the night those men had 
clung to the piling in water that 
was only a few feet deep; al 
through those hours of uncer 
tainty, they could have walked t 
shore on solid ground which the 
hand of God had provided. 










© WHAT PAINFUL ENDS mel 

sometimes go in the dark night 
of the soul’s search for God, cling- 
ing by the energy of human effort 
to the piling — whether faith 
devoid of knowledge, or the wil 
to believe, or the feelings, or ht 
man desire — in order to sa¥ 
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‘significance for life. But all the 


































while God has spoken! He has 
not left man to grope after Him. 
There is a reason, a sufficient 
reason for the Christian hope, an- 
chored in the speaking God, who 
has not stuttered in His speech. 


Do you know that reason to- 
day? The promises of God — have 
you made them your own? It is 
not enough that your theologians 
and educators know — do you? It 
is not enough that your pastors 
know — do you? It is not enough 
that your Sunday school teachers 
treasure the revelation of God — 
do you? You are a Christian, and 
as such, as Peter makes plain, it 
is a legitimate expectation that 
you know the “reason for the 
hope that is in you.” 


iil. THE CHRISTIAN HOPE 
is A LIVING WITNESS 


Nothing is more obvious than 
that the world, in our day, is 
again calling the Christian to the 
witness stand, in this period of 
crisis when western culture is in 
the balances and our ideals in 
process of disintegration. The 
interlude of global indecision is 
like one big question mark, ad- 
dressed to the Christian commu- 
nity, asking: “What have you to 
say to times like these?’ All the 
alternatives have been swept 
away, so that the choice seems 
more clearly than ever between 
Biblical theology and_ nihilism, 
with the whole world in the valley 
of decision. It is with an uneasy 
conscience then that we ought to 
feel the force of Peter’s reference 
to men interrogating the Chris- 
tian community about the reason 
for its hope. 


And in reply to that inquiry, 
the apostle bids us make a com- 
plete apology for the Christian 
message. He has a two-fold pro- 
gram for us, involving the ex- 
pression of the Gospel both in 
word and deed. That is our task 
today, as we stand in the gap for 
God and right, against the forces 
of unbelief. 


1. We are called to give a 
spoken apology: “Be ready al- 
ways to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you .. . with 
meekness and fear.” 
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be his third abroad. 


O “BE READY ALWAYS” means, 

for us, not to miss the oppor- 
tunity right now confronting us. 
In this very hour, in the brief 
interlude before what may well 
prove the final crisis of humanity, 
we have a high responsibility be- 
fore God to witness to the world. 
Never since the early apostles 
pressed the gospel upon the pagan 
world was the preaching of the 
cross so urgent as today. 


That responsibility reaches not 
merely to those of our own choos- 
ing, but “to every man that ask- 
eth.” These are days in which 
the crowd in the Munich beer hall 
down the street may run a nation 
tomorrow, days in which the con- 
version of a paperhanger like 
Hitler would have changed the 
course of world history. These 
are days to read again Justin 


Martyr’s apology to the Roman 


emperor, to whom he bore witness 
for Christ, pressing the claim of 
the Saviour, and reminding the 
emperor that, although he might 
put Justin Martyr to death, the 
emperor must some day stand at 
the judgment seat of Christ. The 
God of creation, and revelation, 
and salvation, and judgment _is 
on our side; need we hesitate to 
speak to any man? 


Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, Professor of Theology and Christian 
Philosophy at the Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia, is distinguished both as an author and teacher. Dr. Henry has 
spoken in some of America’s best known pulpits, and has appeared 
on the summer programs of numerous Bible Conferences. Formerly 
Chairman of the Philosophy Department, Northern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary in Chicago, he has also served as visiting Professor 
of Theology at Wheaton College, Illinois, Gordon Divinity School in 
Boston, and Winona Lake Summer School of Theology. He holds B.A.., 
M.A., B.D., D.Th., and Ph.D. degrees, and has, in addition, pursued 
research at New College in Edinburgh, Scotland. 


A former Suffolk County, New York, newspaperman who later 
entered the ministry, Dr. Henry is eminently qualified for the writing 
he has done, mostly in the area of current religious trends. Among 
his dozen or more books are the following titles: The Protestant 
Dilemma, Remaking the Modern Mind, and Glimpses of the Sacred 
Land. As a result of the publication of the last-named volume, Pro- 
fessor Henry was invited to lead a tour of the Bible lands and Europe 
this summer. The tour, which starts from New York on June 20, will 











We are to bear our witness 
“with meekness and fear.’’ There 
is an obnoxious and self-defeating 
way of speaking of spiritual 
things. The Christian recalls a 
pit from which he has been 
digged. The man who speaks of 
his relationship to God with pride 
and boastfulness often encour- 
ages an inquirer to avoid that sort 
of religion. A witness for Christ 
tempered by humility and rever- 
ence will best shine forth the 
glorious light which the grace of 
God has shined in our hearts. We 
speak to the pagan world as men 
rescued from paganism. 


HAT IS IT that we are to be 

always ready to do? “Be 
ready always to give an answer” 
literally, an apology. The 
Greek words apo and logia are 
there; send the words back, the 
wonderful words of life. Not an 
apology in the sense of an em- 
barrassed excusing of our convic- 
tions, but an apology in the sense 
of declaring the content of the 
Word that God has assured us 
will not return to Him void, but 
will accomplish that whereunto 
He has sent it. Be a spoken 
apology to a world that is lost for 
words, in the confusion of its 

(continued on page 23) 
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A NON-CATHOLIC may be led 
naively to believe that in 
Roman Catholicism, which has 
an “infallible pope” to serve as 
God’s mouthpiece—God’s “living 
voice”—and a church to serve as 
“His broadcasting corporation 
guaranteed to bring His voice so 
surely across time and space,’ 
the revelation of new truth is a 
simple matter. In other words, 
when God wants His people to 
receive new truth His Holy Spirit 
simply communicates that truth 
to the pope. In short, truth pro- 
ceeds from God to the people 
through the agency of the pope; 
truth originates in heaven. 


But this is not the way it works, 
apparently, according to two Ro- 
man Catholic sources. Archbishop 
Roberts says: “The laity as well 
as bishops and priests are liable 
to be asked to sign this or that 
petition to the Holy See. Thus, 
if large numbers of such peti- 
tions seek the definition of the 
doctrine (as revealed truth) of 
Mary Mediatrix of all graces, the 
ordinary theological machinery 
may be set in motion and there 
may be a new definition. In such 
a case, the petitions have great 
importance as witnessing to the 
desires — and therefore beliefs 
— of the faithful themselves; 
so guided by the Holy Spirit, 
unanimity practically establishes 
the truth; this was the case with 


Catholic belief in the Assumption 
before its recent definition.’” 

There you have it at last: not 
the Holy Spirit, but pressure 
from the masses forces the “holy 
father” to declare for or against 
any supposed dogma! 


‘THE SECOND AUTHORITY, Karl 

Adam, says: “It was the Cath- 
olic body, the fellowship of the 
faithful, in its vital movement, 
and with its vivid sense and pro- 
found instinct for the faith, 
which refused to abandon these 
truths, even when authoritative 
theologians sought to deprive it 
of them.’ In discussing the ac- 
ceptance of the Dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception, he ad- 
mits: “Two most distinguished 
Mariologists, St. Bernard and St. 
Thomas, expressly questioned its 
revealed character, nay even de 
nied it.”* Yet because of the 
clamor of the masses it was de 
fined as an article of faith! 

The old pagan concept of the 
earth-mother, so common if 
primitive cultures, and so round- 
ly condemned by God through 
His prophet Jeremiah (chapter 
44:18), served as a trap for the 
Hebrews under the title “Queen 
of Heaven.” And yet, because 
the masses of semi-heathen cot- 
verts to Catholicism refused t 
allow it to be uprooted, it became 
“revealed truth.” This supersti- 
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tion persists through the ages, 
notwithstanding the opposition 
of “authoritative theologians,” 
who knew the Bible condemned 
the whole “goddess” concept. 


A movement starts rolling, 

titions are signed to the 
“infallible revealer of truth,” 
money is gathered, influences are 
prought to bear, pressure is ex- 
erted, and presto! new truth is 
revealed. The pope feels the spir- 
it of revelation come upon him, 
he gathers a large congregation 
of cardinals and ecclesiastics and 
reveals “truths” which were 
merely “old wives’ fables” hand- 
ed down from ignorant, super- 
stitious pagans. 


This was the origin of the 
Mary Cult, and apparently it is 
not yet finished. The new Marian 
dogmas have been railroaded 
through and are now imposed on 
Roman Catholic consciences un- 
der pain of purgatorial fires, and 
even hell itself. Soon Mary will 
be defined as Co-Redemptrix and 
Co-Redeemer with Christ in 
man’s salvation. 


ARL ADAM continues fur- 

ther: “For instance, the par- 
ticular one of the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary — circulated 
originally among the faithful in 
distorted and legendary forms 
which will not bear historical 
criticism, yet the living commu- 
nity grasped their substance and 
inner value too intimately, vital- 
ly, and immediately to be able to 
sacrifice their eternal content 
along with the imperfect forms 
and expressions to which the 
theologians objected.”> Adam 
tells us that theologians speak of 
a “passive infallibility of the 
faithful” — the masses of ignor- 
ant Catholics — and adds that 
“whenever any dogma has been 
attacked in the name of historical 
criticism its impugners have 
overlooked this vital power of 
the living fellowship and its func- 


tion in the foundation of dog- 
ma.’’6 


“The Church is not a dead but 
a living organism,” he continues; 
“and he (Dollinger) failed to rec- 
ognize that vigorous life of faith 
which pulsates in the Church. and 
which as a living thing cannot be 
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found in dead documents, but 
only in the hearts of the faithful, 
in the compact fellowship of the 
faith united with the Pope and 
bishops.” 


ET US SUPPOSE that in the 

future Roman Catholicism 
should fade away in Europe and 
America and should become one 
of the predominant religions of 
Asia. Would it be possible that 
“in the hearts of the faithful” 
there might persist remnants of 
Hinduism, Confucianism, and 
Shintoism, which would refuse to 
yield to “authoritative theolo- 
gians” and arguments from 
“dead documents,” and that these 
pagan concepts might eventually, 
through petitions to the pope, be 
defined as “revealed truth’? 


Yes, says Karl Adam. “We go 
further and say that thousands 
of years hence Catholicism will 
probably be even richer, more 
luxuriant, more manifold in 
dogma, morals, law and worship 
than the Catholicism of the pres- 
ent day. A religious historian of 
the fifth millennium A.D. will 
without difficulty discover in 
Catholicism conceptions and 
forms and practices which derive 
from India, China and Japan.’ 


There you have Roman Cathol- 
icism confessed to be a composite 
of pagan superstitions, persis- 
tently clung to, in spite of Biblical 
teachings, and finally elevated to 
the status of official dogma 
through petitions to the pope, 
who rubber-stamps them with his 
“infallibility.” No Bible, no theo- 
logical backing, but simply the 
obstinate, tenacious barnacles of 
pagan superstitions form the 
basis for Roman Catholic dog- 
mas! 


‘Archbishop Roberts, S.J., The Black 
Pope, New York, Sheed-Ward, 1954, 
p. 77. 

*Ibid., p. 86. 

*Karl Adam, Spirit of Catholicism, 
Revised Edition, New York, MacMillan 


Company, 1944. Imprimatur, Patrick 
Cardinal Hayes, 1935. p. 155. 


*Ibid., p. 154. 
*Jbid., p. 156. 
*Loc. cit. 
"Tbid., p. 158. 
*Tbid., p. 2. 


On the Edge -—~ 


(continued from page 21) 


ideologies — that is a major part 
of our task. 

2. But we are called also, and 
especially, to be a living apology: 
“Sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts.” That is the first thrust 
of Peter’s message, and if we miss 
it, we misunderstand everything 
else. The preferred text is 
“Sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts.” We are to be witnesses 
in life as well as in word, and if 
we are not witnesses in life, that 
is where we need to make a be- 
ginning. 

The world is tired of merely 
verbal solutions; it craves solu- 
tions which are written in flesh 
and blood as well as in ink. We 
need a living apology whereby the 
living Christ is outlived through 
us. We need not only to attack 
the philosophical convictions, 
but the moral failure of our day, 
for if we proclaim our apologetic 
verbally without realizing the 
Lordship of Christ experientially 
the name of God will be blas- 
phemed among modern Gentiles 
because of us. 


UST AS THE MORAL IMPACT 
of the Gospel was effective in 
apostolic times, and offered a 
divine dynamic for the conquest 
of sins, so we must let our light 
shine before men that they may 
see our good works and glorify 
our Father which is in heaven. 
We need the fires of revival, that 
the world may feel the glow of 
our Christian convictions. 

That is why the public message 
—even this one—does not suffice 
to prepare us for the task. It is 
our speaking privately to God, in 
the place of prayer, and our 
wrestling there for a doomed 
world, that will ready us for the 
effort; without that, all else is 
incomplete. Peter’s words are 
words for us in the mid-twentieth 
century crisis, and we have not 
heard them unless they lead us 
back to God for power: “Sanctify 
Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope that is 
in you, with meekness and fear.” 
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One Way te 
Make America Catholic 


Washington, D. C. (AP)—A 
Boston Jewish couple denied the 
right to adopt twins born to a 
Roman Catholic mother failed 
Monday to win a supreme court 
review of their unsuccessful ef- 
forts. 

The Essex county (Mass.) pro- 
bate court had refused to approve 
the adoption by Mr. and Mrs. 
Rouben Goldman. The mother of 
the twins, an American of French 
extraction, lives in Manchester, 
N. H. The children were born at 
Stoneham, Mass., Sept. 30, 1951. 
The Goldmans took the twins to 
their home Oct. 13, 1951. 

The probate court said the 
mother of the twins had never 
seen the Goldmans, but had said 
she was satisfied that the children 
be raised in the Jewish faith. 

In refusing to approve the 
adoption, the probate court cited 
a Massachusetts law requiring 
that when practicable custody 
must be given to persons of the 
same religious faith as that of 
the child. The probate court said 
many Catholic couples in the area 
were seeking to adopt Catholic 
children. (Italics added.) 


Edueation 
on the Bias 


The New York Times for Oct. 
3 reported in its “Education 
Notes” department that “The 
Fordham Conference for Roman 
Catholic teachers will inaugu- 
rate the third year of the series 
tomorrow evening. The initial 
conference will deal with the 
concept of original sin in modern 
psychiatry. The project is de- 
signed to provide Roman Catholic 
teachers in the public schools 
with a spiritual and practical ap- 
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proach to educational and social 
problems in the modern commun- 
ity and to provide an opportunity 
for teachers to seek solutions to 
basic problems in the light of 
Roman Catholic principles.” 
(Italics added.) 


The Sentinel, Nov. 18, 1954 


Cause and Effect? 


Sir: It seems that the more 
Pope Pius XII pleads and prays 
to Mary, the stronger Communism 
in Italy gets. Doesn’t it seem 
logical to believe the Roman 
Catholic Church is made up of 
fallible men capable of making 
serious blunders and _ teaching 
errors? —John T. Soniat. 
Letters to the Editor 
Time, Dec. 6, 1954 


Abuse 
and Defiance 


The Merced (California) Jus- 
tice Court dismissed lottery law 
violation charges today brought 
against two Catholic nuns and a 
12-year-old parochial schoolboy. 

Dist. Atty. Don C. Mayes moved 
for dismissal of the charges he 
had personally brought against 
the three. He charged the two 
sisters, teachers at the Merced 
Our Lady of Mercy Parochial 
School, had violated the State 
Lottery Law and contributed to 
the delinquency of a minor in the 
distribution of lottery tickets. The 
youth had been charged with the 
actual selling of the tickets. 
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Mayes said he asked for d 
missal of the charges so that th 
three could answer questions cop. 
cerning church lotteries withoy 
self-incrimination (since they hag 
invoked the Fifth Amendment), 

“They cannot now refuse ty 
answer questions,” the Distrig 
Attorney said, “because they ap 
fully protected by the statute 
against double jeopardy.” 

Mayes indicated he had no de 
sire for conviction of the mem. 
bers of the religious order whe 
he instituted the action las 
month. He said he was only seek. 
ing information that would lead 
to the end of the “unlawful lot 
teries.” 

“From the beginning,” Mayes 
said, “I would have recommended 
dismissal of all these lottery 
prosecutions if I had received any 
reasonable assurance that the 
illegal activity would cease.” 

“But the only thing I have re 
ceived from the lottery sponsors 
is abuse and defiance of the law, 
But even now I will recommend 
dismissal if I am given assurance 
that the illegality will stop.” 
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Back Doer 
to Divorce 







Vatican City.—During the past 
19 years — from 1936 to 1954 — 
the Holy See has handled free of 
charge 894 of the 2,101 marriage 
cases decided by the Sacred Ro- 
man Rota, an analysis shows. 
This is an average of 42.5 percent 
of cases processed gratuitously, 
meaning that neither the court 
itself nor the lawyers presenting 
the cases received any fee what- 
soever. 

About $30,000 was spent by the 
Holy See in 1954 in the process- 
ing of the 118 cases heard with- 
cut the payment of fees... 

Of the 118 free-of-charge mar- 
riage cases, 63 involved petitions 
in which decrees of nullity were 
granted, and 55 cases in which 
the validity of the marriages was 
upheld. Of the 245 marriage de 
cisions, 131 upheld the nullity of 
the marriage, while 114 sus 
tained the validity of the mar- 
riage. 


North Carolina Catholic, Feb. 25, 1955 






























Because of Roman Catholic 
numerical growth and 


SHADOW 


OVER 


THE CAPITOL 


HWW hee 


infiltration into key positions 


many Americans 
are living under a 


Tae have been at least two 

major developments on the 
American religious scene that 
have become evident in the last 
few years. One of these is a re- 
vival of religious interest as man- 
ifested in the growing member- 
ship rolls of American churches. 
The second is an increasing ap- 
prehension over the growth and 
activities of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


APPREHENSION 


Of course such apprehension of 
the Roman Church is nothing new 
in American life, for it has been 
present throughout American his- 
tory. The activities of such anti- 
Catholic groups as the “Know- 
Nothings,” the American Protec- 
tive League, and the Ku Klux 
Klan are examples in point. 

But there is something differ- 
ent about this modern apprehen- 
sion, in that it is not held simply 
by ignorant rabble-rousers and 
people who know little about the 
actual beliefs and activities of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Rather, 
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it is felt most keenly by sober, 
educated, clear-thinking Ameri- 
can men and women who have ob- 
served in the last two decades 
that the Roman Church is not 
just another church on the Ameri- 
can scene. They have seen that 
Roman Catholicism is not only a 
religion but a political power as 
well. 

Many clear-thinking people— 
not necessarily Protestant—be- 
came apprehensive over the Vati- 
can’s relationships with Fascist 
power during the 1930’s, for in 
its apparent anxiety to protect 
western Europe from the expan- 
sion of godless Communism, the 
Vatican entered into alliances 
with many of the Fascist dictator- 
ships. Many informed Americans 
became suspicious of the Vatican’s 
part in helping Hitler to power in 
Germany, as recorded in Conrad 
Heiden’s informative book Der 
Fuehrer. Many an American was 


by Harvey G. Schlichter 


Mantle of 
Fear 


astounded when the Catholic hier- 
archy blessed the Italian Army in 
its invasion of Ethiopia. Many 
Americans could not understand 
Roman Catholic support of Fran- 
co in Spain, nor could they under- 
stand the Vatican concordat with 
Mussolini. 

In these and many other rela- 
tionships, the drowsy American 
public learned to appreciate the 
Roman Catholic Church as a pow- 
er with which to reckon in inter- 
national politics. The public has 
become increasingly aware of this 
power as newspapers and radio 
have propagandized the intensity 
of the Roman Church’s global 
conflict with Communism. « 


AGGRESSION 


The power of Catholicism is 
not confined to its own people on 
Sunday mornings. This Church’s 
aggressiveness is encountered lo- 
cally and nationally as well as 
internationally. Here in the Unit- 
ed States the Roman Church exer- 
cises the power of censorship over 
cinema and literature, and re- 
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serves for itself the privilege of 
space and prominence in news or- 
gans, frequently for propaganda 
purposes. 

. On the national scene the pow- 
er of the Roman Catholic Church 
is often demonstrated. Much of 
the American policy of absolute 
neutrality during the Spanish 
Civil War has been attributed to 
Roman Catholic pressure. One 
writer observed that when former 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
“threatened to lift the embargo 
on arms to Republican Spain, 
Archbishop Curley promptly 
threatened to withdraw the sup- 
port of a ‘block of 20,000,000 
Catholic votes.’ The embargo 
continued.’ 

The contests in Congress over 
the Barden Bill on aid to educa- 
tion indicate Rome’s power on the 
national level, for the bill of Con- 
gressman Barden was halted by 
the demands of militant Cathol- 
icism for inclusion in any federal 
subsidies granted for education. 
Men of every walk of life are con- 
cerned when the power of one 
church is able to halt plans which 
would give aid to poor states that 
are financially incapable of giving 
their children adequate education. 

Likewise American citizens 
were jarred several years ago 
when the wife of a former presi- 
dent was attacked by a Roman 
Catholic cardinal for opposing 
Catholic demands for subsidiza- 
tion of their parochial school sys- 
tem. Sweet writes: “Nothing 
could have awakened the nation 
to the seriousness of the issues in- 
volved as did this exaggerated de- 
nunciation of the former first lady 
of the land by the principal Ro- 
man Catholic prelate in Amer- 
ica.” * 


INSPECTION 


Accompanying this renewed 
apprehension of the power of Ro- 
man Catholicism has been the 
publication of a great number of 
books and articles devoted to this 
matter. Protestant magazines 
frequently feature articles on the 
subject, while new publications, 
devoted largely to a discussion of 
the Roman Catholic question, 
have been started. The CONVER- 
TED CATHOLIC, recently enlarged 
in scope and size, was of course 
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a pioneer in this field, having been 
edited and written by those who 
knew the Roman Church from 
the inside. 

A considerable number of books 
and booklets have been published 
on the same subject by a few 
fearless writers. Avro Manhat- 
tan has given the American pub- 
lice a critique of the international 
power of the Roman Catholic 
Church in his book The Vatican 
in World Politics. Paul Blanshard 
has written several best sellers, 
including American Freedom and 
Catholic Power, which deals most- 
ly with the power of Roman Ca- 
tholicism in the various social 
spheres in the United States. The 
criticism afforded this book, both 
favorable and unfavorable, as 
well as its amazing sales record, 
gave ample evidence of the elec- 
tric atmosphere of the Roman 
Catholic question in the United 
States today. A book of a similar 
nature, Crux Ansata, by H. G. 
Wells, published several years 
ago, received very little attention, 
even though it was written by 
such a well-known scholar. Be- 
hind the Purple Curtain, by W. 
M. Montajio, made a considerable 
impact, though the secular press 
chose to ignore such a controver- 
sial work. 

In addition, there have been 
books dealing primarily with the 
religious nature of the Roman 
Catholic Church, varying in con- 
tent from works of a purely criti- 
cal nature of Catholic theology to 
the innumerable books of the 
“Protestant beliefs” variety. 


EXPANSION 


Since the question about Ro- 
man Catholicism has been raised, 
it would be well to know just how 
strong the Roman Church actual- 
ly is in the United States today, 


Books of FATHER JEREMIAH J. CROWLEY, 
a Roman Priest for 21 years 
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as far as numbers are concerne@, 
and to ascertain whether it h 
grown in membership throughout 
the years or whether it has de 
creased numerically and / or pre 
portionately. In addition, it would 
be most beneficial to investigate 
the various sociological factor 
that might influence the futur 
growth of this Church in the 
United States and to discover ifa 
trend could be discerned that 
would point the way toward the 
numerical Romanization of the 
United States. It would be profit. 
able to ascertain the sociological 
factors that might hasten or de 
lay such a trend. 

The press of today gives very 
little treatment to this aspect of 
the question. There is a great deal 
being written on the theology and 
political power of Roman Cathok 
icism, but very little concerning 
statistics of past Roman Catholic 
growth and probable future 
growth. 

In 1931 John F. Moore gave to 
the American public a very valu 
able study of the Roman Catholie 
question as it existed at that 
time. His book bore the provoca- 
tive title, Will America Become 
Catholic? and is a monument to 
the perseverance of the author 
in his diligent search to answer 
this burning question. A glance 
at the table of contents enlightens 
the reader as to the comprehen- 
siveness of this study. It includes 
a number of subjects frequently 
met with in Roman Catholic jour- 
nals: 


I The Case Stated 
II The Church Universal 


III The Church in the United 
States 


IV The Immigrant Catholic 
V The Celibate Clergy 


VI The Church and Birth Con- 
trol 


VII Mixed Marriages 
VIII The Declining Birth Rate 
IX The Vanishing Irish 
X Leakages from the Church 

XI Catholic Evangelism 

XII Converts to the Church 
XIII The Negro Catholic 
XIV The Color Bar 

XV The Influence of the Chureh 
XVI The Verdict 
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After close examination of all 
relevant data, the author leaves 
the impression that America will 
not become Catholic for a long 
time, if ever. He concludes his 
pook with the following state- 
ment: “The evidence as a whole 
seems to indicate that Protestant- 
ism will be seriously mistaken if 
it leaves the future of religion to 
the Roman Catholic Church. With 
all its zeal, that church is not cov- 
ering and, apparently, cannot 
cover the field. Unless, therefore, 
Protestantism is active, evangeli- 
cal, definite in its faith, its disci- 
pline, its worship, there cannot 
fail to be in the United States a 
yast population surrendered to 
indifference and disbelief. The is- 
sue today is not whether America 
is to be made Catholic, but wheth- 
er America, Protestant or Catho- 
lic, is to be made Christian. That 
is the task.”® 


MOBILIZATION 


A study made today along the 
same lines as John Moore’s of 
1931 would be of inestimable aid 
to modern religionists and sociolo- 
gists. Possibly the nearest thing 
to such an analysis in recent years 
was a study entitled Can Cathol- 
icism Win America? The eight 
articles covered the following sub- 
jects: 


Can Catholicism Win America? 

Catholicism Comes to Middle- 
town 

Catholicism and the Press 

Catholicism and the Negro 

The Catholic Church and the 
Workers 

Catholicism Fights 
nism 

Catholicism Invades Rural 
America 

The Center of Catholic Power® 


Commu- 


The author of this study, Har- 
old Fey, who was at that time the 
field editor of the Christian Cen- 
tury, concluded with the follow- 
ing challenging, thought-provok- 


ing, and solemn-warning: “To- 
day America includes Catholicism 
with other faiths and makes them 
equally at home. It includes them 
all, however, on Protestant terms. 
Protestants claim religious liber- 
ty for themselves and grant it to 
others, including Catholicism. 
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This element of religious liberty 
is fundamental to all other free- 
doms in American democracy. 
Roman Catholic doctrine and the 
Roman Catholic organization of 
power are committed to the radi- 
cal modification of this basic free- 
dom. The Roman Catholic hier- 
archy has launched a program 
which will, if it succeeds, include 
other faiths in American culture 
only on Catholic terms. It is mo- 
bilizing powerful forces to move 
this nation toward a cultural uni- 
ty in which the Roman Catholic 
Church will be dominant. No com- 
parable unity of effort is visible 
in Protestantism to recover and 
maintain the responsibility which 
it once carried for the character 
of American society. Until such 
unity appears, the answer to the 
question, Can Catholicism Win 
America? is—yes.” ’ 


INFILTRATION 


However, Mr. Fey does not 
state anywhere in his articles that 
there are signs that America will 
ever become numerically Catho- 
lic. He deals largely with the 
way the Roman Catholic Church 
functions with regard to the 
press, labor unions, the Negro, 
and rural America, and so on. 
He does not show that Roman 
Catholicism can do more than 
point America “toward a cultural 
unity in which the Roman Catho- 
lic Church will be dominant.” * 
By this statement it is evident 
that he feels that American 
thought as expressed in the press, 
labor union policies, political pol- 
icy, agrarian policy, and inter- 
national policy will be in line with 
the official Roman Catholic policy 
as laid down by papal authority. 

Of course such an end would be 
highly feared by non-Catholic 
peoples, since, as Mr. Fey ex- 
plains, “Roman Catholic doctrine 
and the Roman Catholic organi- 
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zation of power are committed to 
the radical modification of this 
basic [religious] freedom.” ° 

However, unless the Roman 
Catholic Church can attain a nu- 
merical superiority in America, it 
is highly speculative whether the 
conclusion reached by Mr. Fey 
would be realized; and if it were 
realized with a Roman Catholic 
minority, it is doubtful if they 
could be sure to maintain their 
dominance of thought over a 
country in which they represent a 
minority of the people. But such 
a possibility should not be over- 
looked. 


EVANGELIZATION 


It is impossible in this article 
to state definitely one way or an- 
other whether America will ever 
become numerically Roman Cath- 
olic in any period in the foresee- 
able future. Even if decisive evi- 
dence were available pointing to 
a definite trend in one direction, 
future events might reverse such 
a trend. 


However, three general state- 
ments may be made: 

1. Roman Catholics will not in- 
crease in their proportion to the 
population as rapidly in the fu- 
ture as they did in the past, from 
the time of the Revolution to the 
turn of the twentieth century. 

2. The proportionate decline 
that was in evidence in the Ro- 
man Catholic population in the 19- 
20’s and 1930’s has been stopped. 
Indeed, it is quite probable that 
they are increasing in their pro- 
portion to total population. 

3. The United States probably 
will not become known as a Cath- 
olic nation in the future, but Ro- 
man Catholics may constitute an 
ever-increasing proportion of the 
population of the country. 

There are four factors that 
stand out in this estimate of the 
future: 

1. The growing emphasis put 
on rural life by the Roman Catho- 
lic hierarchy, which should bring 
an increasing number of Roman 
Catholics to the land. This would 
increase the Catholic birth-rate. 

2. The remarkable efficiency of 
Catholic evangelism in this last 
decade in bringing converts to 
their church. The decided trend 
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in the increasing number of con- 
verts is very significant and 
points to larger numbers of con- 
verts each future year, especially 
in view of the vigorous campaign 
being carried on by the Knights 
of Columbus. 

3. The work among the Ameri- 
can Negroes, which is bearing 
abundant fruit, in spite of divided 
opinions within the Roman 
Church. 

4. The remarkable stamina of 
the Roman Catholic Church to 
withstand the grueling effects of 
city life to which most of its peo- 
ple are subjected. This stamina 
is demonstrated by the fact that 
between 1930 and 1949 Roman 
Catholics more than held their 
own as to the number of children 
born to Roman Catholic parents 
in proportion to the total number 
of births. 

It seems that this increasing 
proportion of Roman Catholics in 
the United States will be realized 
very gradually, for there is no 
decided trend toward Roman Ca- 
tholicism in the United States. 
Possibly the proportionate in- 
crease would be little more than 
one per cent every twenty years. 


LEAKAGE 


While the quantity of Roman 
Catholics may increase slightly, 
it is quite possible that the fervor 
of the faith of the average Roman 
Catholic may not increase, but 
rather decline. This is due to sev- 
eral factors: 


1. Large numbers of Roman 
Catholics are involved in mixed 
marriages, which usually do not 
produce fervent Roman Catholic 
offspring. 

2. Because of large future de- 
mands to be placed upon it, the 
Roman Catholic school system 
probably will not be able to edu- 
cate even the proportion of Cath- 
olic children which it does today, 
which is just about one-half. 

3. Secularism is taking a fear- 
ful toll in the weakening of the 
fervor of the faith of many Ro- 
man Catholics. 

Thus while it is altogether pos- 
sible that Roman Catholicism may 
claim the nominal allegiance of 
an increasing number of the 
American people, Catholics as 
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well as Protestants find their ma- 
jor enemy operating within their 
own religious ranks—the enemy 
of secularism. 


THE DANGER 


In conclusion, numerical 
strength is not so much to be 
feared as organizational strength, 
which in this case includes cen- 
tralization of power and spiritual 
(in the broadest sense) mobiliza- 
tion. While the Roman Church 
may not be making great gains in 
proportion to total population, it 
is becoming increasingly more vo- 
cal and bold. 


The greatest danger in Amer- 
ica is the danger of compromise 
with an authoritarian power by 
its very nature and declared doc- 
trines opposed to the concept of 
religious freedom for all. Any red- 
blooded American who does not 
cherish and guard his guaranteed 
freedoms is unworthy of them. 
It was while the good man of the 
house slept that the enemy sowed 
tares in his fields. 


Let us be vigilant! 


*For various comments, see Avro 
Manhattan, The Vatican in World Poli- 
tics (New York: Gaer Associates, 
1949) pp. 123, 124. 


?J. J. Murphy, How Many Catholics 
Really Are There? (New York: Agora 
Publishing Co., 1944) p. 3. 


* William Warren Sweet, The Story 
of Religion in America (New York: 
Harper and Bros., 1930, Revised 1950) 
p. 444, 


‘John F. Moore, Will America Be- 
come Catholic? (New York: Harper 
and Bros., 1931) v. 

* Ibid., p. 242. 

*Harold E. Fey, Can Catholicism 
Win America? (Chicago: The Christian 
Century, 1945) 24 pp. Originally pub- 
lished as a series of articles in The 
Christian Century from November 29, 
1944, to January 17, 1945. 

"Ibid., p. 24 (italics added). 

* Loc. cit. 


® Loc. cit. 











DEVELOP YOUR TALENT 
* Learn Accordion, Organ or Piano! 
Play Hymns Right 
Away! Play For Youth 
Meetings, Mission Field. 
It's so easy with Herb 
Jehn’s new ILLUSTRO 
GRAPH method. Specify 


course desired. 
WRITE FOR 
HERB JAHN Box 147-JJ 
enya Bec 






THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZIN 








Mixed Marriage 


(continued from page 12) 


Apostates 
and Jews: 


According to the old Romap 
Catholic law no distinction wag 
made between an apostate from 
Catholicism and an apostate from 
Protestantism; thus, marriages 
between apostates and Jews were 
regulated by the same rules that 
affected marriages between Prot. 
estants and Jews. 

The Ne Temere Decree draws 
a distinction between an apostate 
from Catholicism and an apostate 
from Protestantism. Thus a mar. 
riage between an apostate once a 
Roman Catholic and a Jew can 
now be validly celebrated only be 
fore a Roman Catholic priest and 
two witnesses. Apostates from 
Protestantism can validly enter 
marriage with Jews without the 
required presence of the priest 
and two witnesses. But such a 
marriage would be invalid with- 
out a dispensation from the im- 
pediment of disparity of cult that 
must be obtained from the Pope. 































Jews 


and Infidels: 


In the former Roman Catholic 
law, a marriage between a Jew 
and an infidel who was Roman 
Catholic or Protestant, was con- 
sidered as a marriage between 
Jew and Protestant. The mar- 
riage of a Jew and an unbaptized 
person was viewed as a marriage 
between two unbaptized persons 
and was valid everywhere with- 
out the presence of a Roman 
Catholic priest. 

The Ne Temere Decree makes 
a separate ruling for infidels who 
once were Roman Catholic. Mar- 
riage between a Jew and an in- 
fidel once Roman Catholic is valid 
only if performed before a Roman 
Catholic priest and two witnesses. 
The marriage of a Jew and an in- 
fidel not formerly a Roman Cath- 
olic can validly be celebrated 
everywhere and at any time with- 
out the required presence of 4 
priest. (Ne Temere, Para. 3 
Num. XI.) The diriment impedi- 
ment of disparity of cult must be 
removed through a dispensation 
from the Pope through the 
bishop. END 
































Ne Hosannas 
for Mrs. Luce 


Dear Dr. Montano: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I 
am sending to Newsweek. If 
you wish to publicize this bit of 
scandalous conduct on the part of 
Mrs. Luce, as reported in News- 
week, you many use this letter. 
The article appeared on January 
24, 1955, and was_ entitled, 
“Madam Ambassador’ Clare 
Boothe Luce: Her Versatile and 
Crowded Years.” 


FRANCES S. LEE 
Berkeley, California 


(Copy) 
Newsweek 


New York, N. Y. 
Sirs: 

You quote Mrs. Luce as saying 
about the Pope, “If there could 
be such a thing in this modern 
age as a Saint of Public Rela- 
tions, he is this pope.” 

In my opinion and in the 
opinion of many others, this 
statement shows a complete lack 
of acumen in the field of public 
relations on the part of our am- 
bassador to Italy. 

In Italy there has been for 
years (and she herself has lived 
there for nearly two years) dis- 
crimination and persecution 
against minority religious 
groups, and particularly against 
American Protestant Christian 
missionaries on the part of Vati- 
can-dominated Italy ... That the 
Pope is almost a “saint” in the 
field of public relations is chal- 
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lenged by every freedom-loving 
citizen of these great United 
States! 

For an American ambassador 
to use her high position, as Mrs. 
Luce has done, to further her 
own religious propaganda is cer- 
tainly an affront to the demo- 
cratic nation which sent her to 
represent its freedom-loving citi- 
zens in Italy. 

As you must certainly well 
know, in almost every Roman 
Catholic country in the world — 
Italy, Colombia, and Spain, to 
mention only a few outstanding 
examples — shockingly bad pub- 
lic relations exist between the 
religious minorities and the cler- 
ical governments of those coun- 
tries. 

Last December, as Mrs. Luce 
should have had occasion to 
know, eleven Christian mission- 
aries of different denominations 
were ordered to leave Italy im- 
mediately! 

I wonder how they would re- 
act to Mrs. Luce’s statement? 

F. S. L. 


Dear Sir: 

I thought you might be inter- 
ested in the enclosed letter-to- 
the-editor that appeared in 
Newsweek (February 21, 1955) 
on the subject of Clare Boothe 
Luce... 


JOSEPH KEENE 
Glendale, California 


(Copy) 
Italians in general will not 
agree with your hosannas about 


> 


Views and opinions expressed in this 
department do not necessarily repre- 
sent the view-point of this Magazine. 


> 


Mrs. Luce [Newsweek, Jan. 24]. 
Whatever successes she has had 
here was due entirely to her con- 
nections with the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. All her receptions in 
various places have been, and 
are, under the tutelage of prel- 
ates and nuns... 

We, here, rather believe that 
her “conversion” was accom- 
plished rather with an eye to 
exactly such help which the hier- 
archy could, and does, give her. 
How else, it is asked here, can 
an intelligent person accept 
teachings which we Italians re- 
gard as far inferior to those of 
more progressive faiths in the 
Christian community? 


GIOVANNI ZAMBELLA 
Genoa, Italy 


Not Impressed 
Dear Sir: 


Those of us who heard and saw 
Douglas MacArthur stop the 
parade, get out of his car and 
throw his arms around that 
super-duper agent of the Vatican, 
Cardinal Spellman, in New York, 
when he returned from Japan, 
are not very much impressed by 
his article “Not by Might nor by 
Power.” It isn’t by getting on 
one’s knees to an agent of the 
Pope either. 


JESSE L. RALPH 
Louisville, Kentucky 


Along the same lines, another 
reader sent us the following, 
which had been clipped several 
years ago from the Buffalo EVE- 
NING NEWS and was written by 
John Gunther: 


“Below is one communication 
{from MacArthur, in Japan] to 
the editor of the Brooklyn Tablet, 
a strong Catholic organ, which 
reads in part: 

“*We shall, of course, do all in 
our power to encourage study of 
the historical development of the 
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Christian concept . . . These influ- 
ences are rapidly bearing fruit, 
and apart from the great num- 
bers who are coming formally to 
embrace the Christian faith, a 
whole population is coming to 
understand, practice and cherish 


its underlying principles and 
ideals.’ ... 

“As everybody knows, he uses 
the word ‘God’ frequently in his 
speeches. Of all the gifts and 
tributes that came to him on his 
last birthday, the one that pleased 
him most was an autographed 
portrait of the Pope. 

“He even goes so far as to 
think of himself and the Pope as 
the two leading representatives 
of Christianity in the world 
today. The Pope fights on the 
spiritual front, so to speak, while 
he tackles communism on the 
ground.” 


The Furor Over 
Klinkertism 


Dear Sir: 


I recently wrote a letter to the 
American Legion Magazine, sug- 
gesting that all Catholics resign 
from the Legion or drop out of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
This letter caused quite a stir 
around the country. As a result, 
I received a couple of hundred 
letters. Approximately 35% 
were in agreement with my posi- 
tion. 

In the mail I received a couple 
of copies of the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC . . . What I like about 
your magazine is that you give 
facts about Catholicism and its 
practices... 

KENNETH F. KLINKERT 
Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 


Because of the tempestuous 
reaction of our readers to the 
Klinkert issue, we are printing 
herewith the main elements of 
this controversy. No intelligent 
American should fail to grasp the 
deep significance of the results 
of Roman Catholic pressure, as 
evidenced by the groveling con- 
trition of the apologists, who to 
begin with incurred no direct 
responsibility for sentiments ex- 
pressed in “Sound Off,” a letters- 
T0-the-editor column. 
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The following is the letter in 
question, which was published in 
the February issue of the AMERI- 
CAN LEGION MAGAZINE. The 
other items follow chronologi- 
cally. 


(Copy) 


Sir: I think it’s time that all 
Catholics resign from The Amer- 
ican Legion, or drop out of the 
Roman Catholic Church. The 
two don’t go together. One is 
totalitarian and authoritarian 
and the other supposedly is demo- 
cratic. Catholicism doesn’t care 
if democracy is safeguarded. It 
doesn’t make any difference to 
the Pope what kind of govern- 
ment we have, as long as-Catholi- 
cism is allowed to thrive and 
grow. Examples of this are the 
deals the Pope made with Hitler, 
Mussolini, Franco, and Peron. 
Many Catholics don’t realize that 
the structure or hierarchy of 
their institution is the same as 
the dictatorships of Stalin, Hit- 
ler, etc. Let’s face it, the Pope is 
a dictator, who rules by divine 
right just like the Kings did, 
years ago. The members of the 
Church have no say-so or very 
little, they are just supposed to 
obey and contribute. It’s time 
Catholicism goes democratic or 
else just—goes—. 


KENNETH F. KLINKERT 


PROVIDENCE, R. I., Feb. 4 
(AP).—Joseph H. Hackett, state 
commander of the American Le- 
gion, said today he has demanded 
an apology from the American 
Legion magazine for publishing 
a letter to the editor attacking 
Roman Catholics. 


In a telegram to Seaborn P. 
Collins, national commander, 
Hackett also has demanded disci- 
plinary action against those re- 
sponsible for publishing the 
letter in the “sound off” column 
of the magazine... 


The letter has caused “general 
turmoil” among Rhode Island 
Legionnaires, Hackett said. His 
telegram to Collins labeled it “‘an 
affront to millions” and “not ex- 
cused on a plea of freedom of the 
press.” 
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NEW HAVEN, Conn., Feb) 
(AP) .—Supreme Knight Luke} 
Hart of the Knights of Colum 
today said he had been assup 
the American Legion would ap 
ogize for a letter published » 
cently in the Legion magaziy 
regarding members of the Rom 
Catholic faith. 

Hart said the assurance 
in a telegram to him from § 
born P. Collins, national eg 
mander of the Legion, who saj 
the apology would be publish 
in the March issue of the Legig 
magazine. 

Hart, top-ranking officer of { 
international Catholic frate 
organization, which has its he 
quarters here, said he 
Collins several days ago prote 
ing the contents of the letter, 
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MENOMONEE FALLS, Wise, 
Feb. 5 (AP).— ... In Amste. 
dam, N. Y., the national com 
mander said Saturday that “per 
haps” the legion’s magazin 
should not have printed “sucha 
controversial letter.” Collins adé 
ed that it “certainly does no 
express the opinion of the legion 
magazine or of the legion.” 

In New York City, Joseph 
Keeley, editor of the magazine 
said the letter was printed “for 
one reason only. It is an expres 
sion of opinion which we fet 
could not and should not kh 
ignored.” 

Keeley said he had received 
about 600 letters on the Klinkert 
expression. Almost all the letter 
writers, he said, seemed to under- 
stand, though many questioned 
the wisdom of printing it because 
it might stir dissension. 
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(Copy) 


February 10, 1955 
Dear Comrade: 

In the February, 1955 issue 
of The American Legion Maga 
zine, in the column captioned 
“Sound Off,” there was printed 
scurrilous diatribe against Ce 
tholicism and the Roman Catholie 
Church, over the signature of one, 
“Klinkert.” 

The office of the Commander 
and the Chairman of the Amefi- 
can Commission [Illinois] has 
been besieged with inquiries # 
































“Bio why such a libelous communi- 
‘Bcation should be published in our 
wm magazine for any reason, what- 


soever. 
Some attribute the publication 


APE to deliberate malice — others to 


plain stupidity — and others to 
3 host of various reasons which 
we cannot set out because it 
would unnecessarily lengthen this 
communication. Suffice to say, 
that we deplore the complete lack 
of judgment on the part of those 
responsible for this publication 
and demand that proper dis- 
ciplinary action be had against 
those responsible for publishing 


im this letter. 


ge SSR 


B 


add. 
not 
gion 


The Department of Illinois, 
through its American Commis- 
sion has for years been in the 
vanguard of the opposition to the 
“hate mongers” among our popu- 
lace and it seems almost like a 
personal affront to find a com- 
munication of this description 
and character thrown in its face, 
after so many years of effort to 
eliminate religious bigotry and 
intolerance. 


You are advised that the pres- 
sure is so great at the National 
level by reason of this publica- 
tion, that an apology will be 
published by the Editor in the 
March, 1955 issue of The Ameri- 
can Legion Magazine which will 
say, among other things: 


“To all those who were hurt or 
disturbed by the Klinkert letter, 
we offer our sincere apologies.” 


We have seen the advance 
proofs of this apology and remain 
unsatisfied with the explanation 
therein given as to why this arti- 
tle was published. We cannot 
bring ourselves to accept the 
theory that this is the proper 
method of exposing “hate mon- 
gers.” The publication of their 
diatribes in our magazine is 
strictly contrary to the American 
legion’s Americanism program 
and to the maintenance of strict 
neutrality on all issues and ques- 
tions of religion, politics and in- 
dustrial strife. 


IrvVING BREAKSTONE — Commander 


FRANK BOTTIGLIERO — Chairman, 
Americanism Commission 
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AN APOLOGY 

In our February issue we 
published in “Sound Off” a letter 
from one Kenneth F. Klinkert, 
who expressed the opinion that 
one couldn’t be a Legionnaire and 
a Catholic. “The two,” he pro- 
nounced, “don’t go together.” 

Most of our readers recognized 
Klinkert’s letter for exactly what 
it was, bigotry at its asinine 
worst. Others felt that publica- 
tion of the letter was an insult 
to members of the Catholic faith 
who belong to The American 
Legion. 

To all those who were hurt or 
disturbed by the Klinkert letter 
we offer our sincere apologies. 

Why, then, was it published? 
Unfortunately, we have had more 
than a few letters of this evil 
nature and our feeling was that 
the best way to stop this under- 
cover intolerance was to drag it 
into the open, to be seen in all its 
ugliness. This is the treatment 
that killed the Ku Klux Klan, 
and it is a form of treatment that 
no hate-mongering group can sur- 
vive. And in that category we 
naturally place the communists 
whom we have also fought by 
exposing them. 

It cannot be emphasized too 
strongly that The American Le- 
gion is absolutely and unequivo- 
cally opposed to the sort of think- 
ing exemplified by the Klinkert 
letter, and since its inception has 
fought it with every weapon at 
its command. 

We regret that in fighting this 
evil we were mistaken for our 
opponent. At the same time we 
want to thank the hundreds of 
good people, such as Lt. Col. 
Coons, whose letter appears on 
page 5, who have joined with us 
in opposing “Klinkertism.” — 
“Editor’s Corner,” The American 
Legion Magazine, March, 1955. 


A Pleasant Shock 


Dear Sir: 


It was quite a shock—although 
a pleasant one—to read the fol- 
lowing letter to the editor of the 
ultra-conservative pro-McCarthy 
American Legion Magazine: 
(Klinkert letter quoted) 

To which the undersigned says 
a fervent AMEN. 


JOHN MILNER 


The Fight 
for Publie Funds 


When Representative John E. 
Fogarty, Democrat from Rhode 
Island, introduced a bill in Con- 
gress (also sponsored by Senator 
Lister Hill, Democrat from Ala- 
bama and 29 other Senators), Mr. 
Martin H. Work, executive direc- 
tor of the National Council of 
Catholic Men, sent a letter to 
Sen. Hill asking about the ex- 
tent of the bill, which calls for 
the appropriation of $500,000,000 
to defray the needs of both public 
and private school construction 
over a five-year period. 


It is not stipulated in the bill 
before the House of Representa- 
tives that public schools only are 
meant. But a similar bill in the 
Senate mentions such a limita- 
tion. 


Mr. Work of NCCM asked the 
following in his letter: 


“1. To what extent does this 
and other plans of federal con- 
struction take into account the 
urgent need for new nonpublic 
school buildings in areas where 
present facilities are overcrowd- 
ed or obsolescent? 


“2. Will pending legislation 
be amended so nonpublic school 
corporations may sell their bonds 
for new school buildings to the 
federal government under sub- 
stantially the same conditions as 
are to be required of public 
schools? 


“3. Will pending legislation 
authorize grants-in-aid of federal 
funds for nonpublic school con- 
struction under substantially the 
same conditions as are to be re- 
quired of public schools?” 


Earlier, the National Council 


‘of Catholic Women sent letters to 


all the members of the Senate 
Committee on Labor and Public 
Welfare urging that parochial 
schools be included in any pro- 
gram of Federal aid to school 
construction. 


The arguments are many and 
clever, but Americans alert to the 
problem of church vs. State will 
refuse to be fooled. 


WLLL ddddddddddddddddddddda 





Aloysius McDonough, C.P., 
(in answer to the following: A 
CATHOLIC attempted. marriage 
with a divorcee before a justice 
of the peace. Repentant, he now 
wishes to divorce the woman and 
return to the Church. Can he re- 
marry a Catholic? Which is the 
greater sin — an attempted mar- 
riage before a justice OR A MINIS- 
TER?): “To attempt marriage 
before either a justice or a minis- 
ter is a grave sin, because neither 
official has jurisdiction over the 
marriage of even one Catholic 
party to a marriage. An attempt- 
ed marriage before a minister is 
the worse of the two evils, be- 
cause recourse is had by a Catho- 
lic to a heretical minister. For 
that reason, the guilty Catholic is 
excommunicated. 


“Since the marriage outlined 
above is invalid, the young man 
is free, in the eyes of the Church, 
to remarry. Civilly, a divorce 
would also free the way for re- 
marriage. Your friend is in- 
correct in maintaining that no 
Catholic ‘from among the ranks 
of the divorced’ is free to remarry 
in the Church. That restriction 
would apply only to a Catholic 
who obtains a civil divorce from 
a valid marriage.” (The Sign, 
March 1955) 


The Priest: 


Magazine “edited by priests for 
priests”: “It always strikes us 
as one of the great dilemmas of 
Canon Law when we apply for a 
mixed marriage dispensation 
with its implied suggestion that 
the man or woman is strong 
enough in the Faith to rear a 
Catholic family in the face of a 
non-Catholic partner. Reason for 
the dispensation: If it is refused, 
the Catholic has so little faith 
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that he will run off and attempt 
marriage anyway.” (March, 
1955) 


W. D. Nutting, 


faculty member of Notre Dame 
University: “We have long been 
praying that America will be- 
come a Catholic country. Many 
people not of us contemplate the 
prospect and shudder—and invite 
Paul Blanshard to give a lecture. 
Many who are of us suppose that 
the extension of existing parish 
life so as to include everybody in 
the country is all that is needed 
to bring about the perfect society. 
Regardless: of fears and rosy 
hopes, it does seem that our 
prayers are to be answered to 
the extent that the Catholic 
Church will become the dominant 
religious body in the country and 
will have the opportunity of lay- 
ing the foundations of a lasting 
Christian culture here... 

“In view of the condition of 
our country and the position of 
the Catholic Church in it, and in 
view of the permanent mission of 
that Church to make Christ in- 
carnate in every culture that it 
touches, there is need for some 
among the leaders of the Church 
to lend approval and encourage- 
ment to a real effort to prepare 
for the time when Catholics will 
have to assume the spiritual and 
moral leadership of the country.” 
(The Priest, March, 1955) 


A Priest: 


“Certainly we priests should 
write more letters to the secular 
press, answering attacks, correct- 
ing inaccurate reporting, or may- 
be just sounding off with some 
pertinent Catholic observations 
on the times and the morals of 
our community. Every Reader’s 


Column is widely read and 
‘Rev.’ before our name is ger 
ally enough to ensure publ 
tion.” (The Priest, March, 1$ 


Rev. Joseph L. Lonergaj 


pastor of St. Bernard Chu 

suburban Pittsburgh: “The Se 
fanatics wonder how we can 
so cantankerous as not to bece 
enthusiastic over the Boy Sco 
We like a boy who is all boy. 
he is not a boy when he ough 
be a boy he will never be at 
when he ought to be a man. 


“The Boy Scout is about 20 
cent girl. That makes him a 
gentleman. We are all for gen 
men. But a gentleman is a gen 
man. He must be a MAN 
before he can be a gentle mar 


“Some men are gentle but 
not men. More are neither get 
nor men. We are thoroughly 
gusted with both breeds. 


“The Scout program even 
its best does not appeal to 
boy who is all boy. A boy wh 
20 per cent girl may be ge 
but he is a hybrid. We lik 
thoroughbred. The hybrid 1 
go along for years and do fai 
well but in later life the day n 
come when he is faced with 
tough problem in life and ti 
his weakness will show. Het 
or may not be gentle but he is 
MAN. There is where your al 
holics come from. There is whé 
your broken marriages c¢ 
from. Sometimes it is the ¥ 
man’s fault but most of the tit 
the man is no man. If he we 
man he would solve his proble 
no matter who was at fault. 


“We are filled up to the n 
with phoney men. That is 
reason we like a boy who is” 
boy in the hope that some day; 
may grow up to be all mai 
(Editorial in church bulletin. 


Rev. Thomas McCarthy, 


Catholic Youth Organization 
rector and Boy Scout chaplain 
the Pittsburgh diocese: “The 
Scout program is a valuable p 
gram for the boy in the age g 
it serves and a useful instrun 
for the church in serving 

lic boyhood.” (Newark 
Ledger, March 9, 1955) 
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